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LETTERS OF WILLIAM SMITH, MINISTER TO 
PORTUGAL 


Continued from October, 1924 
(Private.) 


Lisson, Nov. 13, ’99. 

DEAR Sir,—A few days ago I rec’d your private letters of 
Aug. 9th and Sept. 4th. I am happy to find that my idea about 
going to England pleased you; I remark that the President still 
proposes the Mission to Constantinople; but as it appears to 
depend on Mr. King’s paving the way, the period remains uncer- 
tain; I hope soon to hear from you something decisive on this 
subject. In my last I inform’d you that John sailed in the 
Zealous, Capt. Hood, with Gen’! Cuyler about the 25th last month; 
I shall forward your letter to him by the next packet. 

The Washington, Capt. Williamson from London to Philad. 
has put in here after an honorable action with the Balance, a 
Privateer from Bordeaux of 30 guns, which was obliged to put in 
to Corunna to refit, with the loss of 30 killed; the Washington had 
only one killed, but is much crippled. You will hear particulars 
from the passengers; Mr. Bulkeley writes to you about Mr. Philip 
Wilson! and his family, whose passage he was obliged to provide 
for, otherwise they would have remained here a dead weight on 
the U. S. considering all circumstances I approved of his conduct, 


1He had a claim against the British government for the loss of his ship 
Mentor. 


1 
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as we had only a choice of difficulties and hope you will sanction 
what he has done: they were advised to go to the U. S. by Mr. 
King and putting in here in distress, in consequence of the Action, 
destitute and without friends, they must either have remained 
here in misery or be sent on to the U. S. at the public expence: 
in the first case, as they came here in an American ship, and as 
an American family, their sufferings would have reflected disgrace 
on us. 

We have had disagreeable news respecting Switzlerlan]d and 
Holland for some time past; but Massena’s progress appears 
checked; the Archduke and Suwarrow* were approaching him 
with powerful armies and if they form a function must drive him 
out of Switz’d—indeed that country is so exhausted that I think 
the theatre of the war will be removed to Suabia: Some grand 
expedition is talked of in France, some say Ireland, others, Por- 
tugal—it is even said the fleet has sailed from Brest: it’s also 
said that some negotiation is in train about Holland, in which 
the King of Prussia bears a part; Rome and Civlita] Vechia are 
finally evacuated by the french; Genoa still h&lds out, but we 
expect any day to hear of its evacuation. Bonaparte’s return is 
yet unexplained, he is talked of for the command of the expedition. 
With regard and esteem I am Dear Sir Yours etc., 

W. S. 


In one of my last I requested you to use your influence (if 
possible) in obtaining some arrangement whereby my brother in 
law, Mr. George Izard, whom I have applied to to be my Secretary, 
might leave America without losing his rank in the Army. I 
again request your attention to this subject. 

[Memorandum] . . . rec’d Feb’y 18th. 


(Private.) 
Lisson, Nov. 14th, ’99. 
Dear S1r,—I wrote you yesterday via Norfolk and now add a 
few lines because Mr. Wilson, mentioned in my letter of yesterday 
wishes to carry my dispatches to you, in hopes it may be of some 
service by introducing him to your pretection; as I find he has a 


2 Alexander Vasilievich Suvarov (1729-1800). 

















LETTERS OF WILLIAM SMITH 3 


letter from Mr. King, I have nothing to add but my wishes that 
our government may be able to ensure success to his Claim. Mr. 
Bulkeley is uneasy at the advances he has made on account of the 
U. States, but they were absolutely unavioida]ble. Coming here 
in an American ship, crippled by a noble and heroic defence, 
coming as an American family of women and children, there was 
no alternative but to pay their passage expenses, or to maintain 
them here, or to incur the disgrace of suffering such a family to 
starve here: the method pursued appeared the best and we hope 
will be fully approved: besides it appears that Mr. King advised 
their return to the U. S. and that Mr. Williams defrayed their 
passage expences from London. 

Mr. Wilson will give you the particulars of the Action and I 
now add information I have received from Spain on the subject; 
a letter from Corunna of the 30th Ult. says “that a french pri- 
vateer had just arrived there. She belongs to Bourdeaux, is 
called the Balance and is a most beautiful ship resembling a 
frigate, mounting 30 Guns and 200 men. A few days before, she 
had fallen in with an American of 20 Guns and 50 men, which 
was bound from London to Charleston (a mistake for Phil’s) they 
lay along side of each other four hours; the privateer had thirty 
men killed (besides wounded) and was obliged to make off and get 
into Corunna to be repaired.” Capt. Williamson merits the atten- 
tion of our government for his skill and bravery. 

Another expedition from Brest again excites our speculations 
—conjectures are as vague as last summer—whether Ireland, 
Portugal or the Medit. Col. H{umphreys] thinks Portugal as 
likely as any to be the object, but there appears no apprehension 
here and Ireland is generally viewed as the Conquest contemplated 
under the auspices of Bonaparte, whose Name would certainly 
raise more Volunteers than a Decree of the Council. 

We have only french accounts respecting the actual state of 
Egypt which is therein represented to be in a good and tranquil 
situation; B. is said to have opened a Negotiation with the Porte. 
I should not be surprised if he is soon sent there as Ambassador. 
The news of the day are that the Emperor Paul has marched an 
army of 100,000 men to the frontiers of Polish Prussia, ready to 
abide the King of Prussia’s decision, that Massena has been 
defeated by Suwarrow, who has written a public letter censuring 
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the Russian Generals in Switz’d for suffering themselves to be 
surprised and defeated, and promising soon to regain all that was 
lost. The french papers mention a capitulation of the D. of 
York’ in Holland, but not the Terms; if they aim at Ireland, 
they will amuse the Duke and encourage him to stay in Holland. 
Rome and Civita Vechia are finally evacuated by the French; 
all Italy is clear of them except Genoa and a small part of Pied- 
mont. Genoa is expected to surrender very soon, but the neigh’d 
of the Alps may yet continue for some time the Theatre of War. 
Many persons apprehend the Emperor of Germany is disposed for 
peace, and it is supposed the late Bankrupcies in Hamburgh and 
elsewhere will produce a like disposition in other powers. The 
internal situation of France presents a horrid scene of murder, 
rapine and civil war: the leading men talk of peace, but it’s merely 
to seduce the people into further exertions. The Spanish govern- 
ment having lost their fleet, have abolished the Department of 
Marine. Spain is only a department of France. Holland and 
Switz’d are devastated—where at length will War establish its 
Theatre and find its requisite supplies? 
W. S. 

I have received your private letters of 9th August and 4th 
September and answered them yesterday. John had sailed some 
time before I received them; I shall forward his letter in a few 
days to him. 

[Memorandum] . . . rec’d Feb’y 1, 1800. 


(Private.) 


LisBon, December 5, ’99. 

Dear S1r,—A late letter from Mr. King informs me that your 
Son arrived safe and in good health in London on the 12th Ult. 
I have no letter from him, but I suppose he wrote to me by a 
packet which is missing. By Mr. Elsworth I received your 
private letter of 28th October. I have not learnt that the late 
change at Paris will be considered by the Envoys as an obstacle 
to the Mission, because tho the Constitution is destroyed and the 
present government only a provisional one, yet it has many 


3 Frederick Augustus, Duke of York and Albany (1763-1827), second son 
of George III and Queen Charlotte. 
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characteristics of force and permanence and seems to lead to the 
last act of the Revolution. As I have no direct communication 
from E[nvoys] on this subject, I only infer it from some indirect 
circumstances. Our affairs were in so good a train previous to 
this Mission that, notwithstanding all that is said in vindication 
of it, I am apprehensive the result will not be auspicious to our 
interests; the step being however taken, to recede appears as 
dangerous, perhaps more so, than to progress. We must hope 
that the affairs of France, by their approach to a settled govern- 
ment and general peace, will reconcile to the Mission all our friends. 

The suspension of my Mission to Clonstantinople] (which in 
some measure arises out of that to France) has put me in rather 
an awkward and unpleasant position here, by making me liable 
to a multitude of inquiries about my departure which had been 
publicly announced and by placing me in a very unsettled situa- 
tion, not having made, in consequence of it, some permanent 
arrangements necessary to a comfortable residence: at the same 
time I am sensible that the suspension unavoidably arises out of 
the existing state of things; with regard however to Naples, I 
think there is jess difficulty in the way and a Mission to that 
Court might precede the one to Constantinople. By the last 
accounts from Italy, it appears that the affairs of Tuscany, Rome 
and Naples were rapidly progressing to a state of order and tran- 
quillity: the Treaties made by Naples with England and the two 
Emperors will guarantee the security of the Neapolitan Monar- 
chy; and notwithstanding our Mission to France, I don’t appre- 
hend the same difficulty from the opposition of those Countries 
to our negotiating a treaty of commerce with the Kling] of the 
two Sicilies as with the Porte: besides the attempt with the 
Italian States might be made with less preparation and éclat and 
a failure at present would be of less moment than with the Porte: 
from these considerations perhaps it may be not thought inex- 
pedient to direct me to go to England early in the Spring, consult 
with Mr. King, ascertain what opposition or support might be 
expected in respect to Naples, and be governed accordingly either 
in proceeding there or returning here. Pardon the freedom of 
the foregoing observations and believe me, Dear Sir, with the 
truest regard, Yours etc., 

W. S. 
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P.S. Ihave received Mr. McHenry’s‘ letter and request you'll 
present him my best compliments. 
[Memorandum] . . . rec’d June 6. 


(Private.) 
Lisson, December 28th, 1799. 

Dear Sir,—A Triplicate of my No. 31 accompanies this: I 
have received no public letter from you since that of 2d July. 
By this conveyance I send you the latest french papers; in one 
of them you'll see advertised for sale in Paris “The Crimes of the 
Anglo-Americans, against the French;” it must be a curious work 
and will make its appearance about the time of our Envoys’ 
arrival in Paris: in my last I informed you that they sailed from 
hence about the 22d after passing a fortnight ashore and near 
as much longer in the River, where they were detained by head 
winds and bad weather. They are bound to L’Orient. Col. 
Swift performing the route by land set off the 23d for Madrid. 
Talleyrand is restored to his office of foreign affairs. Liancourt 
and La Fayette are return’d to France—the return of the latter, 
formerly as great a man as Bonaparte, has made no sensation in 
France; strange people! Peace is much talked of, and one with 
the Emperor of Ger’y appears not improbable—but as the Usur- 
pers must keep on foot large armies, can there be a secure peace 
with them? Should Austria however negotiate and France make 
overtures to England the Ministry will be embarrassed, for I 
believe the Nation begin now to be tired of the War; it will be 
thought and said that the French are disposed enough to restore 
Monarchy without wasting any more British blood and treasure. 
This idea begins to gain with the warmest supporters of the 
Administration. A new Constitution is shortly expected in 
France—the people are ready to swallow any thing; it remains to 
see how they’ll afterwards digest it. The Austrians have made 
some incursions into France in the neighborhood of Nice. The 
Army of Italy is nearly destroyed. With sincere regards etc., 
Yours etc. 

[W. S.] 
[Memorandum] . . . rec’d April 11, 1800. 


4 James McHenry (1753-1816), secretary of war. Letters from Smith to 
McHenry while at Lisbon are printed in the “Sewanee Review” xiv. 
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(Private.) 
LisBON, Jan. 2, 1800. 

Dear Sir,—The enclosed french gazettes contain some interest- 
ing discussions relative to the present state of France. The 
Usurpers will certainly aim to establish a strong government and 
in order to maintain it will recall many of the constitutionists of 
01; but it is very problematical whether they will be able to 
resist the Jacobins: it is to be apprehended that the Rulers will 
be obliged to admit by compromise a certain number of them into 
the new system, in which case Anarchy and its speedy destruction 
must follow. Our Jacobins must feel themselves perplexed—what 
will they say to a Body chosen for life, filling up themselves vacan- 
cies in their Body, to a Consul for ten years, inviolable, unre- 
sponsible, a revenue of half a million, and a Body Guard, having 
thro’ his Council of State, the sole initiative of all Laws? a 
Consul, commander in chief of all the forces and sole creator of 
all public Agents? Lewis 16th had far less power by the Con- 
stitution of 91, and it is doubted whether Lewis 15th had ever 
more effective power than King Bonaparte will have under the 
Title of Grand Consul. 

The French have been severely beaten in Italy. Ancona is 
taken, Coni invested and expected soon to surrender; Genoa must 
then fall of course: The Army of Italy is nearly destroyed by 
defeats and desertion. The Austrians have also had considerable 
success on the Rhine, which they have compelled the French to 
recross; it does not appear whether the Armistice, which has taken 
place on the Rhine is of a temporary nature or the forerunner 
of negotiations for Peace: tho the Emperor is recruiting his 
armies, peace is very probable: Suwarrow’s retreat is contradicted 
in the last papers. 

I am informed that my dispatches, sent to you immediately 
after the arrival of the Envoys here, have been detained at St. 
Ubes till this time, the Vessel in which they were put having been 
unexpectedly delayed; I am sorry for this, as the Envoys wrote 
at the same time, and you will probably be much disappointed 
in not hearing from them. They arrived here about the 28th 
November, passed about a fortnight ashore, re-embarked in the 
Frigate, were detained in the River by bad weather near a fort- 
night, and then sailed for L’Orient. Col. Swift, tired of the con- 
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finement and anxious to see Spain, relanded and set off for Madrid. 
I am afraid to Envoys will find much difficulty in getting to Paris 
as they will have to pass thro part of the Chouan country, but I 
think they will meet a very friendly reception at Paris, and don’t 
doubt but Talleyrand, who is restored to his old office, will en- 
deavour to atone for his former misconduct. 

Your Son was well on the 17th ult. on which day he wrote to 
me. With sincere regard, I am, Dear Sir, Yours etc., 

W. S. 
[Memorandum] . . . rec’d April 10, 1800. 


(Private.) 
January 8, 1800. 

Dear Sir,—Among the enclosed Papers you'll find the new 
Constitution of France, which, such as it is, is certainly the best 
the Republicans have made; it is indeed better than that of 91, 
which created a Monarch, without authority, whereas under this, 
the Chief or Sovereign, under the denomination of Grand Consul 
is invested with more real and lawful authority than Louis 14th 
ever possessed. I was always convinced that France could only 
be governed or could only flourish under a government where 
the Executive was nearly everything and the Represent’n of the 
people nearly nothing and that is just the kind of government now 
established by the crafty Sieyés aided by the intrepid and ambi- 
tious Bonaparte, who is said to have called this coalition the 
alliance of Philosophy with the Sabre: the new principles incul- 
cated by the government are good and if they can act up to them 
and maintain their authority France may recover and other 
nations consent to associate with them. But there is still much 
to apprehend. B. may lose his popularity and his power, the 
Armée, now attached to him may desert him and the Jacobins 
resume their lost ground—at present they are crushed—but so 
were the Moderates previous to the 9th Thermidor. Some 
Emigrants flatter themselves that B. is not working for himself 
but the King. I doubt this and suspect personal ambition to 
govern his actions—still should he find himself driven by the 
Jacobins, He may resort to the Throne for support: his coun- 
tenance of the constitutionists and moderation with the Chouan 
point out the aid he looks to. While I approve in the general 
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this Constitution I cannot but be shock’d at the barefaced im- 
pudence with which it is usher’d forth as the model of a free and 
true representative government and with which the parties in- 
terested introduce themselves to the Nation as the fittest persons 
to govern them. The Constitution is presented for acceptance 
and that it will be generally accepted there can be no doubt, when 
we find the general in chief of Paris, Lefebvre’ saying to the 
Troops under his command, ‘‘This Constitution will secure our 
happiness, none but the factious can be opposed to it, let us swear 
by our Bayonets to exterminate them.” Massena, Commander of 
the Army of Italy and Moreau of the Rhine, are both at Paris 
and in B’s interest. Both of those Armies have been beat while 
their respective chiefs have been intriguing at Paris: Mannheim 
is retaken and Kehl threatn’d. Coni, the last hold of the French 
in Italy is said to have fallen. Genoa, en attendant the entry 
of the Austrians, has been mimicking the Revolution of St. Cloud. 
The Emperor of Germany is making formidable preparations for 
war, in order to secure his conquests by negotiation. Suwarrow 
is at Ratisbonne and it’s now said he does not return to Russia 
with his Army. 

I still think Peace with Austria probable because France is. 
disposed to make handsome concessions. I have heard nothing 
yet of the Envoys, who sailed from here for L’Orient the 22d 
Ulto. We have since had much bad weather, but fair winds. 
They will be well received. Their arrival at Lisbon is already 
noticed in the French papers, so that they are expected at Paris. 
With sincere regard, Yours etc., 


W. S. 


(Private.) 
LIsBON, January 21, 1800. 

Dear S1r,—I have received no public Letter of yours since 
No. 17 of 2d July—your last private letter was dated 28th October. 
In a Letter of August you flatter’d me with some hope of a per- 
mission to visit England. Should it be deemed expedient to defer 
the missions to Constantinople and Italy, still might I not be 
permitted to visit England for a few months? I have been now 


5 Francois Joseph Lefebvre (1755-1820). 
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here two years and a half—you would greatly oblige me by obtain- 
ing the President’s sanction to this request. I have no accounts 
from my friend John since 17th December. We have hitherto 
had a dreadful winter, constant rain. The Chev’r de Freire talks 
of a year’s absence from America. This would be a good oppor- 
tunity for me to be indulged (if possible) with a permission to 
travel a little for my health, which has suffered by my residence 
in this Country. With sincere regard and respect, I am, Dear 
Sir, Yours etc., 
W. S. 
[Memorandum] . . .  rec’d April 10th. 


(Private.) 
LisBon, Feb. 18th, 1800. 

Dear Sir,—I had the pleasure of hearing yesterday from John 
who was well the 21st Ulto. We have nothing new by the Madrid 
courier, our chief intelligence comes from London and will reach 
you before this. 

I send you the last Précurseur; the witty remarks in it caused 
its suppression. A Treaty of Alliance has been lately concluded 
between this Country and Russia—in my next I will send you the 
Terms. 

The inclosed Letter from O’Brien to Gavino® was lately sent 
me: I hope your arrangements have already removed his fears. 

We are all affliction for the death of our good and great Washing- 
ton. On Saturday next I intend delivering an Eulogy to all the 
American Citizens here on the virtues and services of the illustri- 
ous deceased. With sincere and affectionate regard, I remain, 
Dear Sir, Yours etc., 

W. S. 

[Memorandum] . . . rec’d May 3d. 


(Private.) 
LisBon, March 24th, 1800. 
Dear Sir,—I received a few days ago your private Letter of 
7th Ult. informing me of the Vessels destin’d for Algiers and Tunis, 
which information I immediately communicated to Cap. O’Brien, 


6 John Gavino, U. S. consul at Gibraltar. 
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and hope the Vessels will be in season to prevent any interruption 
of our harmony with those powers. 

By the Ship Washington, Capt. Williamson, I have, agreeably 
to your Son’s desire, shipped the Trunks, etc., which he left here; 
they are directed to your care. Capt. W’s bravery in defending 
the American flag last October merits the particular notice of our 
government. 

I congratulate you on the Don’s recall, as communicated by 
Col. H[umphreys]. 

I have no official Letter from you since that of 2d July. It’s 
said that the Treaty between this Country and Russia has excited 
the wrath of his M[ost] Cath{olic] Majesty and that Spanish 
Troops are preparing to invade us: Col. H[umphreys] mentions 
that troops are certainly moving towards the frontier of Portugal. 
With great respect and esteem, I am, Dear Sir, Yours etc. 

W. S. 

[Memorandum] . . . John Pickering’s trunks, in Ship 
Washington. Mr. Latimer, the Collector, promised to take care 
of them. 


(Private.) 
Lisson, March 26, 1800. 

DEAR S1r,—The last Accounts from Spain mention the approach 
of Spanish Troops to the frontiers of Portugal and that the 
Spanish government is seriously offended with this government 
for its alliance with Russia. I suspect it is a french manoeuvre 
to draw Russian and British Troops here and make a diversion 
from the expected attack in Holland—probably it will produce a 
renewal of negotiation with France and a pecuniary douceur. 

Letters from France say that Joseph Bonaparte,’ La Revel- 
liére® and Rhoederer® are the Commissioners appointed to nego- 
tiate with our Envoys. 

Part of the Portuguese Squadron is arriv’d from the Mediter- 
ranean and brings the account of the Genereux, Line of Battle 
Ship and a Frigate being taken by L’d Nelson, attempting to 
victual Malta. By one of the Squadron I received Dispatches 

7 (1768-1844), older brother of Napoleon. 


8 Louis Marie de Larevelliére-Lépaux (1753-1824). 
9 Pierre Louis Roederer (1751-1835). 
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from Cathcart!® herewith forwarded. With respect and esteem, 
I am, Dear Sir, Yours etc., 
W. S. 
[Memorandum] . . . rec’d May 12. 


(Private.) 
Lisson, April 4th, 1800. 

DEAR Sir,—I was mistaken in the names of the French Com- 
missioners appointed to treat with our Envoys. By later accounts 
I find that they are Joseph Bonaparte, Rhoederer, and Fleurieu." 
The first was Ambassador at Rome, when a riot was excited by 
frence influence and made the pretext for the revolution which 
ensued. The second was a Member of the Constituent Assembly 
of the cété gauche, and has contrived to keep well with all parties, 
he is the Editor of one of the Journals,” wrote many panegyricks 
on the present Constitution and amongst others a Dialogue, which 
you may have seen, proving that the Constitution ought to be 
agreeable to the Monarchists as well as the Democrats, because 
it was both a Monarchy and a democ[ratic] republlic]. He is 
now a Coun[sellojr of State, and president of the Section of the 
Interior: Fleurieu was formerly Minister of Marine, I don’t recol- 
lect under what administration; he is now a Coun[sello]r of State, 
for the Section of the Marine. The alarms about a Spanish War 
have subsided, it appears now that the marching of Troops into 
Estremadura, which excited it, was only a changing of Garrisons. 

It is said that the Portuguese Squadron which lately arrived 
here from the Mediterranean will soon return there to chastise 
the Dey of Algiers, who asks a most unconscionable price for the 
Ransom of the Portuguese Captives and for a Peace. It is also 
said that the French have made a Truce with the Sub/lime] Porte 
and that Egypt is to be evacuated. ‘There is also a Report that 
the Combined fleets have sail’d from Brest and have been spoke 
with by a Neutral—but I doubt it. 

I wrote you by the Washington, Williamson, which sailed a 


10 James Leander Cathcart, U. S. Consul General at Tripoli, who had been 
for many years a prisoner in Algiers and for some years head Christian Clerk to 
the Dev of Algiers. 

11 Charies Pierre Claret de Fleurien (1738-1810). 

12 Journal de Paris. 
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few days ago, with your Son’s books, etc., on board. Should no 
change in my mission occur soon, I hope the President will have 
no objection to grant me a Leave of absence for a few months 
that I might visit England, France, or Italy, according to circum- 
stances. From my letter of last Summer, I flatter’d myself with 
receiving ere this some Congé. I submit the matter entirely 
however to your Judgment and Friendship, and am with the 
greatest regard, Dear Sir, Yours etc., 
W. S. 

[Memorandum, in the handwriting of Jacob Wagner, Clerk in 
the Department of State.] 

Wm. Smith, Esqr., 4 April, 1800. 11 June Rec’d from Mr. 
Bradley with other letters, which he had received from Mr. Lee 
at Baltimore. 

J. Wagner. 


(Private.) 
Lisson, April 7th, 1800. 

DeEaR Sir,—It seems certain that the French in Egypt have 
with the concurrence of Sir S. Smith made an Armistice and are 
to evacuate that Country. The Campaign in Italy has been 
open’d ere this, and Genoa, blockaded by Sea, beseiged by land 
and famish’d must soon surrender. Massena is said to have been 
worsted in Italy in his first efforts. 

At last a Pope is elected—Chiaramonti, whom no body thought 
of—the collision between the European powers struck out the 
idea of a compromise, and suddenly bro’t forward a neutral 
character. He is spoken well of, and is about fifty-eight years of 
age. Whether he will be restor’d to the Papal Dominions or be a 
mere Pensionary of Austria and Russia is yet undetermined. 

The enclosed papers give a pleasing account of the situation of 
France, except in the essential article of Money, I believe things 
go on pretty well. Jacob[inis)m appears to be vanquished, and 
the ancien regime (except in the name of Monarchy) nearly re- 
established, the Emigrants here confess that Bonaparte’s authority 
takes root and that the Nation is tolerably quiescent—but the 
finances are in a deplorable condition and will drive him to make 
a humiliating peace. Our Jacobins will not be pleased with the 
Compliment to Hamilton, in one of the enclosed papers, compar- 








14 SO. CA. HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL MAGAZINE 


ing him to Bonaparte. The King of Naples is return’d to the 
Continent from his Sicilian Retreat and his Dominions are said 
to be nearly restor’d to their former tranquillity. Malta is 
closely press’d and the Capture of Le Generaux must greatly 
distress the French in that Island. Things go on here as usual. 
Paper money very depreciated and yet the government has im- 
prison’d the Jew Brokers for discounting it. A kind of Bank is 
established for exchanging paper for specie, but as they only 
exchange small bills and keep the applicants waiting a whole day, 
most persons prefer discounting it at a great loss: Bread is very 
high, and yet 27 per cent duties are laid on the importation of our 
Rice, and difficulties thrown in the way of the importation of 
other grain. Tho’ the Nation has been sav’d, absolutely sav’d 
from the French Mania, by the King of Spain, they have concluded 
a Treaty of Alliance with his Enemy, the Emperor of Russia. 

We have just heard of Truxton’s gallant Action in the W. 
Indies, which will not retard our Pacification with France. I 
suggested in a former letter the propriety of Mr. Wolcott’s“ 
desiring the Collectors of the large Ports to send me Newspapers 
by Vessels bound to Lisbon. I get few Papers and am conse- 
quently uninformed as to the state of our domestic affairs: I am 
sometimes indebted to English papers and European corre- 
spondents for material facts and information. With the sincerest 
regard I am, Dear Sir, Yours, 

W. S. 
[Memorandum] . . . rec’d June 13. 


(Private.) 
LisBon, May 16th, 1800. 
Dear Si1r,—In my last I acquainted you that I had received 
your letter of March 7th. Since then I have also received that 
of February by Mr. Jones. Mr. Shaw® will sail for Philadelphia 
in a few days and deliver you my letters and those of Mr. Eaton,"® 
respecting our affairs with Tunis. 


18 Thomas Truxtun (1755-1822). Smith refers to his engagement with 
La Vengéance a French frigate, which surrendered but escaped by a squall that 
divided the ships. 

14 Oliver Wolcott (1760-1833), secretary of the treasury. 

46 Probably Dr. John Shaw, surgeon to the Algerine fleet. 

16 William Eaton (1764-1811), U. S. consul in Tunis. 
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Yesterday we received advices of the capture of Genoa by the 
Austrians, who are said to have taken it by Storm, after losing 
Eleven thousand men. Massena is said to be badly wounded and 
his army completely routed: we are not certain of the particulars, 
but the fall of Genoa seems undoubted. 

The Guillaume Tell escaping from Malta with plunder is re- 
ported to be taken by Lord Nelson—this was the last remnant 
of the unfortunate Squadron of Egypt. We have no advices of 
any action on the Rhine. There was a rumour yesterday that 
the French had obtained some advantage in that quarter, but it 
appear’d to be only a fabricated set-off against their misfortunes 
in Italy. I hear nothing from Paris—private letters to others say 
that our negotiations are going on very smoothly. The “Bien 
Informé,” in which Paine!’ and Church used to amuse them- 
selves in writing against the U. S. has been suppressed, not on 
that account but for indulging in some remarks offensive to the 
First Consul. 

Secret negotiations between France and Austria have un- 
doubtedly retarded the Campaign, but the parties don’t seem to 
agree, and hostilities have commenced, probably on the Rhine 
as well asin Italy. The Evacuation of Egypt is certain. England 
is not pleas’d with it, for the Porte may now withdraw. With 
great regard, I am, Dear Sir, Yours etc., 


W. S. 


(Private.) 


Lisson, May 21, 1800. 

DEAR Si1r,—Notwithstanding the positiveness of the Report of 
the surrender of Genoa, as mentioned in my last, it now turns 
out that the Account was only an anticipation of what is daily 
expected and was industriously propagated by some Sugar Mer- 
chants, whose stores are glutted and who succeeded by this story 
in selling considerable quantities for Genoa Market. By the 
latest advices it appears that Genoa was closely invested and the 
Austrians in possession of the Bochetta and the principal heights. 
The french have crossed the Rhine and open’d the campaign in 


17 Thomas Paine (1737-1809). 
18 Edward Church, of Georgia, U. S. consul at Bilboa and Lisbon. 
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Germany, nothing of consequence has yet occur’d in that quarter, 
reinforcements were sending off from the Army of Reserve at 
Dijon to the Army of Italy. The french papers contain no official 
accounts from Massena, who is reported to be killed. 

The Russians having seceded, the British Expeditions are said 
to be adjourn’d sine die. Malta appears to be the cause of cool- 
ness between Pitt and Paul; the latter does not relish the idea of 
wasting his Treasures and the lives of his subjects for the aggran- 
dizement of England and Austria: the former is jealous of a 
Russian Establishment in the Mediterranean and to avoid it, 
risks the loss of so valuable an Ally. 

My last letter from Spain suggests that some difficulty had 
occur’d at Paris on the subject of compensation for Captures 
and that the conferences were nearly at a stand; the french papers 
are totally silent on the subject of American affairs. 

At Paris the irresolution of the Emperor Paul gave rise to a 
caricature, in which he was represented with the word order in one 
hand, counter-order in the other and disorder on his forehead. The 
same wit has been repeated here, in application to the P-e’s 
irresolution respecting some female singers and dancers who were 
engaged for the Opera, and stuck up at the Door of the Opera 
house. The good people of this City are as much agitated on 
this subject as those of Paris were concerning the real destination 
of Suwarrow: the caricaturing the Sovereign is a new thing here 
and shews some progress in french principles. 

At a time when provisions are extremely scarce, the poor, 
after being obliged to illum[inJe their houses four nights for the 
Birth of a Princess, are now compelled to three nights more 
illum[inJe for the Election of a Pope. With respect etc., Yours 
CIC, 

W. S. 

The British Minister at this Court returns soon to England. 
Not long ago the Spanish Amb’r?® applied for an interview with 
him, which was had at the house of the Danish Minister and lasted 
some time: It is conjectured to relate to some propositions respect- 


19Robert Walpole, clerk of the Privy Council and Envoy to Portugal, son 
of Horatio Walpole, first baron Walpole of Wolberton. 
20 Diego Fernandez de Velasco, duque Frias. 
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ing the Spanish Treasure at Teneriffe, for the safe conduct of 
which to Spain, a large per cent[agle is offer’d. 
[Memorandum] . . . rec’d July 31. 


Writing May 7, 1800, Pickering said: ‘I have mentioned to the 
President your wish to take the opportunity of Chevalier de 
Freire’s absence from the U. States to visit London. The Pres- 
ident thinks it inexpedient. He remarked that the appointments 
of yourself to Lisbon and of his son to Berlin, (the latter in con- 
sequence of the former had created more clamour than any act 
of his administration; and that at this time in particular, while 
negotiations with France are pending, it would be im- 
politic. 

P.S. Captain Barry everywhere complains of your treatment 
of his officers and the Envoys, Ellsworth and Davie as marked 
with singular inattention and disrespect at your dinner and ball. 
The report has given much pain to your friends. He says at the 
Ball Mr. Ellsworth and Mr. Davie were slightly noticed, and his 
officers quite neglected, neither introduced to anybody nor asked 
to dance. At the dinner that Mr. Ellsworth and Mr. Davie were 
placed below a British officer and the Chevalier de Freire; and 
to top off that ‘you are the damnedest Englishman he had ever 
met with.’ Captain Murray mentioned with pleasure your kind 
and respectful attention to him and the other officers of the 
Insurgent. I thought you ought to be informed of these things.” 


(Private.) 
LisBoN, July 5th, 1800. 

Dear Sir,—In my last I acknowledged your favor of 22d 
March and now acknowledge that of 7th May, received a few 
days ago. As in this last Letter you intimate nothing of an in- 
tended resignation, I am at a loss to account for an article I have 
seen in a N. York paper of 15th same month, mentioning the 
nomination of G[enera]l Marshall to succeed you, as Sec’y of 
State: I am in hopes the intelligence was without foundation and 
that our Country will long continue to enjoy the benefits of your 
enlightened services. Notwithstanding the alarming appearance 
of the state elections of N. York, I cannot suppose the majority 
of our fellow citizens are disposed to make so radical a change in 
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the affairs of the U. States as would be produced by the elevation 
of Mr. Jlefferson] to the Presidency; at the same time I agree 
with you that there is sufficient stimulus to make every possible 
exertion to prevent such a measure; half the exertions of the 
other party made by our friends would defeat their schemes. 

I thank you for your application to the President in my behalf 
and am satisfied with his decision and the weight of his motives. 
I must wait with patience more favorable times. 

Should any further difficulties have occurred, respecting the 
advances made to the unfortunate Wilson by Mr. Bulkeley, I hope 
you will persevere in your friendly aid to obtain justice for the 
latter, who could not possibly avoid making the advance: as you 
see the matter in its true light and approve of the steps taken, 
I cannot doubt that Mr. B. will be reimbursed: a refusal would 
fall hard indeed on our distressed fellow citizens throughout 
Europe, who would not henceforward meet with that relief they 
ought to receive from the public agents of their Country. 

By the last advices from Italy, the French have entirely de- 
feated the Austrians, whom they have compelled to sign an 
Armistice and a capitulation abandoning Genoa, Piedmont and 
the Milanese; Peace will of course follow. 

I have read with much pain your statement of Capt’n Barry’s 
report of my conduct towards the Envoys and the officers of the 
Frigate; a more uncandid misrepresentation was never made and 
I trust you will render me the service to state the thing in its 
true light. The Captain complains of neglect on two occasions 
at a Ball and at a Dinner. With respect to the Ball; This was 
given to the British factory and to some Portuguese and french 
families from whom I had received civilities. The invitations 
were all made before the arrival of the Envoys. I proposed to 
them to be present and at first they had scruples, not wishing to 
appear on so public an occasion—it was at last understood be- 
tween us that they would attend as private gentlemen but wished 
to keep in the background and not be introduced to any one; I 
expressly proposed to introduce them to the Spanish Ambassador 
but they declin’d it. Capt. B. and all his officers were formally 
invited; some of them attended. The Company consisted of 
near one hundred and forty persons, about sixty Ladies, among 
them the Spanish Ambass., the Sec’y of State's Lady, etc. There 
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was a Concert and Ball; J had no person to assist me—alone I had 
to receive all the Company, hand the Ladies to their seats, find 
places for every one (my house is a small one) regulate the card 
tables, superintend the Concert and Ball, find partners for the 
Ladies, etc., etc. From six o’clock in the Evening till one in the 
morning T was constantly on my legs, attenting to the Company, 
which was so numerous that my attentions were of course much 
divided and may have appear’d to each individual insufficient 
except to those whose knowledge of the world and candor induced 
them to make allowances for circumstances. I remember how- 
ever that I received the officers of the frigate with politeness on 
their arrival, that I occasionally convers’d with them and that 
I asked them if they chose to dance; they all declin’d except one, 
for whom I procur’d a partner. 

As to the dinner, it’s true that I plac’d Mess. E[llsworth] and 
Davie below the Chev’r de Freire and a British officer; this last 
was Gen’! Fraser,”' the Com’r in chief of the British Army here, 
from whom I have always experienced the greatest respect and 
by whom at his dinners I have always been placed above his 
Countrymen: considering the rank of the General and the Chev’r 
de F. and that they were foreigners, I conceive that I acted with 
propriety and according to the rules of good manners and etiquette 
to place them at my Table above my two Countrymen, tho also 
in a high station; at the time it struck me that true politeness 
requir’d of me to place the gentlemen who were foreigners next 
to me: in this I did not mean to derogate from the respect due to 
the stations of Mess. E. & D. (tho they wished to appear here 
in a private character altogether) or from the great respect’y of 
their individual characters. 

Capt. B. must have been much out of humour here to have 
viewed these things with so jaundiced an eye. Capt. Murray was 
in better humour and saw things differently—perhaps the account 
of my visit to the Znsurgente which was published in the American 
papers has had some influence with the Commodore, as well as 
my giving Truxton as a Toast on several public occasions. 

You will please to give currency to this explanation of the 
business, together with my assurances of the highest personal 


31 Simon Fraser (1738-1813). 
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respect and esteem for the Envoys and regret that I had it not 
in my power to manifest those sentiments more than I did, also 
my respect for the officers of the frigate and my regret that I 
should have appear’d to them inattentive, with my hope that 
the circumstances I have above mention’d will apologize for my 
not having evinced more fully the sentiments which I have ever 
entertain’d for the officers of the American Navy. I am, Dear 
Sir, with sincere regard etc., Yours etc., 


Ws. SMITH. 


Lisson, Nov’r 15th, 1800. 

Dear Sr1r,—I have received and read with much interest and 
sensibility your letters, written to me after your relinquishment 
of the office of Secretary of State: those letters, together with one 
from your amiable Son on the same subject, have been, as you 
requested, communicated to Col. Humphreys, who participates 
in the same sentiments, which they excited in me, and which must 
be shared not only by your friends, but by all those acquainted 
with your abilities, integrity and industry and your very able 
administration of the Department entrusted to you. None of 
your friends can, more than myself, have regretted that any 
difference of sentiment on great public questions should have ended 
in a schism, attended with such unfortunate consequences, nor 
will any one feel greater satisfaction in hereafter seeing you called 
forth to benefit your Country with the aid of your wisdom and 
experience. In the mean time whatever be your Pursuits, be 
assured that you have my sincerest wishes for their success, and 
that I shall always take a very lively concern in every thing which 
regards your happiness and that of your Family, being, Dear 
Sir, with perfect Esteem, Your ob. h’e St., 

Wy. SMITH. 

[Memorandum] . . .  rec’d with John Pickering’s of Jan’y 

5th.” 


22 Terminating his mission in Portugal, September 9, 1801, Smith remained 
in Europe for two years and on his return to America again engaged in public 
life.—An account of his journal kept in 1790-91 is in the Massachussetts Histori- 
cal Society Proceedings. LI, 20-88. 

















JOURNAL OF ROBERT PRINGLE, 1746-1747 
Annotated by Manet L. WEBBER 


Robert Pringle (1702-1776) of Symington, Parish of Stow, 
County of Edinburgh, Scotland immigrated to South Carolina 
about 1725, and established himself as a merchant in Charles 
town. He was from 1760-1770 an Assistant Lay Judge of the 
Court of Common Pleas. A more detailed account of him and 
his descendants will be found in this Magazine Volume XXII 
(1921), page 25. 

We are indebted to Mr. W. Alston Pringle for the privilege of 
printing the Journal. 


May 3: 1746 


This day gave up to Wm. Hare the key of the Store on Elliotts 
Wharf having given up the Store there & mov’d some Loaf Sugar 
&c to G: Inglis Store. 

Ditto 
Bot: of Isaac Holmes 70 Ib of Bacon at 2/ per lb for house use. 
6th 

Sold Charles Hill! 6 Walnutt Tree Chairs with Chintz Bottoms 
£ 45. 














Ditto 
Gave Charles Hill our English Goose & Gander for a Breed. 
Ditto 
Lent Charles Hill in Cash—£ 40: [Erased] 
9th 
Bot: at Vendue 2 Groce Botles for £ 10 & rec?: only 7 Doz. 
& 3 botles. 
----- 10th 
This day botled off a hh*: of Claret per Morriss between Geo. 
Inglis & Self each onehalf part & Rum 19 Doz. Quart Botles 
whereof each 93 Doz: 


























1Chas. Hill was a merchant, he married Mar. 6, 1745/6, Sarah, daughter of 
George Smith and Elizabeth Allen, she was a niece of Robert Pringle’s first 
wife, Jane Allen. 


Zi 
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12th 
Bot: of Niewfeuille 3 Ga: Madeira Wine at 30/ 
Ditto 

Bot: of Smith & Coussins 1 Qr: Cask of Madeira Wine @ £ 130 
per pipe. 

















May 13th, 1746 
Bot. of Jno. Hume & Opened this Day 1 bb!. Rice qt: 5/5 
Groce for house use at 12/64- 





15th 

Bot. & Rec*. 10 doz: Qt. Botles Claret being my 1/2 of a hh?: 
Claret bot: in Comp*: with Jn°: Hume at L. 40 per hh?: in 
Nov: last. 





16th 
Given the Rev’. Mr. Alex. Garden in a present for his Sea 
Store vizt: 
2 Lo: Sugar qt: 20 lb: at 7/64 £ 7:10:0 
1 Doz: Claret at £ 5- 5:-- 








£ 12:10 

17th 

Given D': Moultrie his Son John in a present for his Sea Store 
vizt: 








2 Lo: Sugar qt: 20 lb: at 7/6d £ 7:10:0 








1 Doz: Claret at £5 ees 
£ 12:10:0 
20th 
Sold Mt’. Donen 100 Limes at 40/ 
Do: 





The 14th Inst: Alex: Murray Naval Offf: made an Indorsm*. 
on my Bond with Cap‘. Keith allowing a year more to Return a 
Certificate which I sign’d & Oblidg’d myself to Return a Certifi- 
cate in that time. 





May 23d: 1746 





This day the Billander Vernon sail’d over the Barr in which 
went passengers The Rev‘? Mr. Alex™ Garden, John Moultrie, 
Mr’. Shubrick & Wife, &c. 

and this Day W™ Gray went in a Scooner for Cape Fear. 
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24th 
Rec*, & Bot of Mrs. Martha Bee 7 Cord & a half of Fire Wood 
@ 40/ for house use. 








26th 

This day botled off a Quarter Cask of Madeira Wine bo‘. of 
Tho*. Smith & Run 9 Doz. botles. 
Do. 
Borrowed of Geo: Inglis 2 Doz: Empty Botles. 
Ditto 
Yesterday M*. Smith came to attend on my Wife. 
27th 

Sent Don Domingo Dela Cruz? in a prest. $ Doz: Claret & 
% Doz: Fr: Wtt: Wine. 
































June 3d 

This morning at Seven a Clock Dyed my Dear Wife Jane, 
Aged 28 Years after a fortnight’s Illness, having been married 
the 18 July, 1734 and had been in a Bad State of Health for some 
years past. 








June 4th, 1746 
This evening was Burried my Dear Wife Jane Pringle in the 
Meeting Yd. 





5th 
Mem". about a month agoe my Wife sent four pair of Silk 
Shoes to Mrs. Poyas for Sale & to Sell them @ £5 p. p* [Erased] 
9th 
Sent to Coll: Beale’s a p*. of Fine Silk Brocade Q*. 27-3/4 yds 
at £5 p. yd. [Erased] 











13th 
Sent to Mrs. Warden in a present vizt: 
6 botles Claret------ 
6 Botles French White Wine 
1 pot Sweet Meats------- 
1 plat Tamerins--------- 














Sent to M". Inglis 1 pot Sweet Meats & 1 plat Tamerins 
Sent to J®°. Allen. Ditto. 


2 A few days ago sailed on her return home, the Flag of Truce that lately 
arrived here from St. Augustine, commanded by Mons. Domingo De la Croix. 
Also having some Spanish Prisoners (S. C. Gazette June 9, 1746). 
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Ditto 








Lent Benj: Savage Cap*. Anson’s Voyages [Erased] 
17th 








Sent to Rev’: Mr: Robt: Betham in a prest: 
1 doz: Claret------- 

6 Botles French White Wine. 

24th 








Sent Enoch Hall, Esq’: in a present 
1 Doz. Claret for his Sea Store [Erased] 
25th 








Sent Geo: Inglis 2 Gall*: Jamaica Rum & Botles in a present. 








June 25th, 1746 
Bot: of Gab*: Manigault 1 half Bb': of Flour qt: @ [Erased] 
27th 








Sold Eliz*: Donen 100 Limes @ £ 1:10:0 [Erased] 
Do. 








Sent Fred: Grimke in a present 
100 Limes & 2 pineapples 
Do. 








Sent Mr. Greene 100 Limes in a present 
28th 








Gave Geo: Inglis in a present for his Daughter Eliz*:, vizt 
1 pt: Silver Shoe Buckles of my Wifes 
2 p® Gold Sleeves Buttons of my Wifes 
Given to Mrs, Inglis 
Ditto 








Sent p George Inglis my Wife’s Gold Chas’d Watch, Hook and 


Gold Chain & Amber Essence Box for Sale at the Island of Prov- 
idence [Erased] 








Ditto 
This day Geo: Inglis sail’d over the Barr in Cap*. Picard’s 


scooner for Providence. 


go 


---- 29th 
This day W™. Gray arriv’d from N°. Carolina having been 
ne since May 23. 











July 2d 
Sent to M**. Poyas for Sale vizt. 





6 pr. of Wom: fine th‘. hose 5 pt. Ret4. 
4 p*. of Wom: glaz’d kid Gloves Ret?. 
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July 3d, 1746 
This day arriv’ Capt. Meredith from London.’ 
4th 

Bot: of J®°: Cliford 152" of Hay for my Horse at £8 p Mille 
[Erased] 














To ask M*. Millar abt. Mr: Shaverell. 
5th 
This day Billy Elliott went up to his Friends at Stonoe [Erased] 
Ditto 

Gave Cap‘: John Didear* in a present 1 Doz: Fowls for his 
Sea Store 




















6th 
This day Gab!: Guignard’s Negro Boy Hope, almost Bitt off 
my Negro London’s Lip in fighting, and have been oblidg’d to 
send him to the Surgeon’s 
10th 
Bot. of Jn°: Clifford 500" Hay for my Horse. 
16th 
This Day my Negro Girl Peggy went to stay with Miss Mary 
Livingston 














19th 
This Day I gave in a present to my Wife’s Niece M": Sarah 
Hill asortm‘: of my Wife’s Best Wearing Apparell of which 1 
New Silk Brocade Gown 1 Suit of New Black Padeoasoy and 
Lac’: Apron’s Head Dress, Handker &c. 
July 21, 1746 
Gave to M’*: Inglis part of a Brocade Suit for my Wife’s for 
her daughter Eliz*: & a Old Black Coat & Jackett for her Boys. 
23d 
Sent Miss Mary Livingston in a present 1 Lo: Si: Sugar qt: 
101!” @ 7/£ 3:10:0 




















23d 
Sent to M': Poyas for Sale one Green Silk Gauze the price 
£ 20 Ret: 7 yds Sprig’d Callicoe Ret*: [Erased] 








3 Entered—Billander Betsy, Joseph Meredith from London (S. C. Gazt. July 7, 
1746). 
4 Capt. of Ship Adlantia, for London (Ibid.). 
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29th 








This Evening Spent at Charles Shepheard’s 16/9 d my Club. 
30th 








Call’d on Mr’: Greene for my Papers. 





Ditto 
Lent Benj: Savage my Book of Maps. [Erased] 








Aug. 2 
Gave to Henry Kennan in a present for his Sea Store vizt: 
6 Botles Claret------------------- 
6 botles Madeira Wine--------------- 
1 Lo. S. Sugar qt: 10": 
50 Limes- 





Ditto 








Gave to Miss Livingston in a pres*: 
6 botles Claret 
6 Botles French White Wine. 





Aug. 6th: 1746 
This day I gave to W™: Allen a Pair of Stone Ear Rings & 
Bobs sett in Gold & a Stone Girdle Buckle sett in Silver of my 
Wife’s left by her in a legacy to his little Daughter Betsy Allen 
my Dutch Girle Christie being present. 











8th 
Lent the Rev’: R: Betham 1%: Vol: of a Tour & Nelsons 


Feasts & Fasts. 


9th 








Sent Geo: Inglis & Simon Dunbar p Capt: Bennett vizt to 


New Providence 


2 Doz: Mad": Wine 
“| x j j 4 1. 
1 Doz: Claret } for Geo: Inglis in a Flour Bb!: 
4 Doz. Madeira Wine 
3 Claret--- for Simon Dunbar 
1 Doz. Fowls------- 

10th 








This day the Snow Eveleigh Capt: Millar Sail’d over the Barr 
for Bristoll in which went passengers M?: Kennan &c. 


5 Brother to Robert Pringle’s wife Jane. 








nf 
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12th 
Return’d Geo: Inglis 2} dozen of Empty Botles borrowed of 
him the 26: May last [Erased] 


18th 
This day Capt: Bennett® Sail’d over the Barr for Providence. 


21st 
This day filled 4 Small Case botles Rum. 
Memord™: to Enquire about Roger Kelsal’s Say Kelsall his 
affair in London, & Mr: Shaverell 
For a Printer for Charlestown 
For a Watch Maker or two 
For Ship Carpenters & Caulkers 
For Midwives 
For Blacksmiths & Braziers 
For ‘Vaylors 
For Sailmakers & Ropemakers 
For a Silver Smith. 


























Sept: 2, 1746 
This day opened a Bb!: of Rice for Home Use bot of Jn°: 
Colcock 
Ditto 
This day Overpaid Rob‘: Raper 20/ for a Certificate for 12 
Chests Quick Silver p Capt: Paterson for London [Erased] 
4th 
This day my Dutch Girle named Christie was Detected in 
giving away my Rum out of the Case to my Negroe Boy Casar 
& Caesar owns it & says that London and he have sole some of 
my Wine out of the Hole 

















6th 
Sent sundries in a present vizt 
Enoch Hall, Esq’:------------- 100 Oranges 
Cap': Miles Gale--------------- 25 Ditto 
Mrs. Inglis--------- 50 Ditto 
Taken for House use 25 
200 


6 Capt. of Sloop Mayflower (Gazt. Aug. 11, 1746). 
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Sept. 6th 1746 
This day filled 4 Small Case botles Rum for Home use. 
8th 
This day broke a Lo: Sugar qt: 10": for House use. 
11th 
This day Charles Rodgers came to Live with me. 
Ditto 
Bot: of Tho*: Jenkins 8 bu: Corn @ 6/ 
Ditto 12th 

This day John Mackensie show’d me at his house Benj: Whita- 
ker Esq’: his letter to him Dated the 15th Aug: 1746 about the 
Managers of the Privateer Recovery in London & here, and 
especially Refflecting in a Groce and Scurrilous manner in it on 
Mr. James Crokatt 



































14th 
This day the Bbdos Packett Cap*: Robt: Paterson sail’d over 

the Barr for London 

16th 

Bot: of Fra: Dalgrass 2 Gall: of Vinegar for house use at 10/ 

Do 
Mem*™: Sir James Home has sent Monst: Feaquerier’s Mem- 

oirs to Geo: Hunter 














19th 
Gave to Miss Catharine Read in a prest: my Wife’s Silver 
Shoe Buckles 
2 Pr. Silver Sleeve Buttons sett in Christall 
a Stay Hook of Silver Sett in a Stone and 2 pr. of Silk Shoes 
say Wom. Shoes. 











Sept. 24th, 1746 
Bot: of J"°: Nieufuille, 3 Gall’: Wine at 30/ for House Use. 
Ditto 
Bot: of Ar: Shermerhorn 1 Cagg Biskett 
28th 

This Evening was Burried M?*: Alex': Murray Navel Officer 
of this Port who Dyed last Night of a Fever after a Short Ill- 
ness aged 32 Years. 

















29th 








Sold to Hopton & Smith Six Chests of Quick Silver to have an 
Order on Ja: Crokatt in London for the 16: proceeds [Erased] 
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Ditto 
This Evening arrived Geo: Inglis frome Provinde 
30th 
Gave Young Mr. Hull on Board the Tartar in a pres‘: 50 
Oranges 
M*: Savage------- 100 Oranges 
Octo: 1st 




















P¢; for Sundries 20/ 
24; p*: for Fowls 27/6d 
2d 
Sent Tho*: Elliott in a present vizt: 
a Large Turtle 
100 Oranges 
50 Limes 
18 China Oranges,’ 1 Pineapple 
Oct. 4th, 1746 
Sent sundries in a present vizt 
Ja: Reid® 50 Oranges, 6 China Do. 
Peter Reid 50 Do. 
Sir Ja: Home 50 & Capt Hay 50 Do. 
Dr. Moultrie 12 China Do. & M*™ Hopton 50 Do. 
Mr". Paul Grimke 50 & 6 China Do. 
Charles Hill 50 Oranges. 











Ditto 
This Day Entered into Bond at the Custom House with Ja: 
Irving in £ 300 Ste™ to export his Sp* Brandy in 3 months. 


























6th 

Bot: of Gab!: Guignard 2 Bu: Salt for house use at 15/ 
9th 

Bot: of And?: Staporetta 1 bb!: Apples for house use at £ 3. 
13th 


Bot: of Fra. Dalgrass 2 Ga: Vinegar for house use at 10/ for 
Pickles 


7 Oxford Dict. ‘The common variety of oranges is commonly called the 
China, Coolie, Lisbon, Portugal or Sweet Orange. The name China orange 
was especially common in 17th & 18th centuries.” Possibly the other oranges 
mentioned were the better variety. 

8Dr. James Reid; Peter Reid was his brother. Two of the daughters of 
Dr. Reid married the two sons of Robert Pringle and his second wife Judith 
Bull widow. (This Magazine, vol. 22, p. 26.) 
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15th 








Bot: of Cha*: Marshall 1 bb!: Flower for house use at 
Do 15th 








Broke a Loaf of Sugar for house use. 








17th 
Sent to Mr’: Inglis for Sale vizt 
1 p*: qt: 4-1/8 fine Cambrick 
1 p*: qt: 2-1/8 Do 
21st 








Gave D': Moultrie in a present 100 Oranges. 


(To be continued) 











THE SPANISH SETTLEMENT AT PORT ROYAL, 1565-1586 
By A. S. SALLEy, JR. 


Since 1629, when Charles I. granted a vast tract of land in 
America to Sir Robert Heath and designated it Carolana, there 
have been hundreds of books and pamphlets and magazine and 
encyclopedic articles published about Carolina and that portion 
thereof which later became South Carolina. The manuscript 
documents in English relating to the same subject run into the 
millions. For about thirty-five years the writer has been 
studying these source materials on the history of South Carolina 
and in not one has he ever seen any evidence to show that there 
was once a flourishing Spanish settlement anywhere within the 
territory now comprising the state of South Carolina. Much has 
been published about the attempt which the French made in 1562 
to establish a colony at Port Royal, a name which they applied 
and which has survived, but the early English writers all seem to 
have been in ignorance of the fact that immediately after the 
departure of the French, after perhaps less than a year of miser- 
able existence there, the Spaniards effected a settlement at the 
same place, which they called Santa Elena, a name which has also 
survived, and, with a slight interruption in 1576, maintained it for 
about twenty years. 

Fifteen or sixteen years ago Senator Christensen, of Beaufort 
County, called the writer’s attention to several references that he 
had found in old Spanish publications to the presence of missionary 
priests at Santa Elena some years after the French had abandoned 
Charlesfort. His attention had been called to these Spanish 
sources by John Gilmary Shea’s chapter in the Narrative and 
Critical History of America which he edited in 1886. This chapter 
is entitled Ancient Florida, and is based in part on the Ensayo 
Chronologico of Barcia, printed in Madrid in 1723, which seems 
never to have been printed in English. Mr. Christensen had a 
translation made from the copy of the Ensayo which is in the 
Boston Public Library, and told the writer of its showing. 

In Narratives of Early Carolina, which was edited by the writer 
for the American Historical Association and published by Charles 
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Scribner’s Sons in 1911, reference was made to these priests at 
Santa Elena in a footnote to the following statement by William 
Hilton in describing, in his Relation, what he discovered at “St. 
Ellens”, as he says it was called “by the Spanyards.” 


That which we noted there, was a fair house builded in the shape of a Dove- 
house, round, two hundred foot at least, compleatly covered with Palmeta- 
leaves, the wal-plate being twelve foot high, or thereabouts, and within lodging 
Rooms and forms; two pillars at the entrance of a high Seat above all the rest: 
Also another house like a Sentinel-house, floored ten foot high with planks, 
fastned with Spikes and Nayls, standing upon substantial Posts, with several 
other small houses round about. Also we saw many planks, to the quantity of 
three thousand foot or thereabouts, with other Timber squared, and a Cross 
before the great house. Likewise we saw the Ruines of an old Fort, compassing 
more than half an acre of land within the Trenches, which we supposed to be 
Charls’s Fort, built, and so called by the French in 1562, etc.! 


In that footnote the writer said: 


The ruins here described were probably the ruins of some structure used by 
the Spanish priests from St. Augustine who had been trying to convert the 
Indians in this quarter some years before. 


In the “Introduction” to his Historical Collections of South 
Carolina, published in 1836, B. R. Carroll said, speaking of Ribaut’s 
enthusiasm over Port Royal: 


Accordingly, upon Lemon island, a few miles up the mouth of Port-Royal 
river, he erected a pillar with the arms of France upon it, and in a few days 
afterwards built a fort upon the site, which in honor of Charles IX of France, 
he called Charles fort, Arx. Carolina? 


In a footnote to that statement he said: 


Respecting the exact location of Charles fort, there has been the greatest 
difference of opinion among writers. Oldmixon, Chalmers, and Charlevoix, to- 
gether with the author of the Universal History,’ say it was built at the mouth 
of the South Edisto; Dr. Belknap supposes it to have been on the St. John’s, or 
River of May; while DuPrat commits the egregious error of affirming, that the 
ruins of the fort are to be seen near Pensacola. Dr. Holmes, of Cambridge, 





1 Narratives of Early Carolina, 41. 

2 Arx Carolina is an interpolation of Mr. Carroll. The original French edi- 
tion of Laudonniere’s narratives gives Charlesfort as the name of the fort. 
There is a copy in the Library of Congress and the writer is indebted to 
Mr. Hugh A. Morrison of the Library staff, for an exact copy of Laudon- 
nier’s account of the naming of the fort. 

3 David Ramsay. 
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Mass., was very anxious to arrive at correct conclusions on this matter, and 
accordingly addressed several interrogatories on the subject to his friends in 
Beaufort, South Carolina. Through the politeness of Miss Elliott of that place, 
I am informed, that her brother, Dr. R. E. Elliott, “made several excursions 
about Port-Royal inlet, in search of the memorials of the French colony. Of the 
pillar which was conjectured to have been planted on Lemon island, nothing 
can now be found; but there is a fort on the east point of Paris island which 
corresponds so well with the description of Laudoniere that its identity is almost 
certain. 

About a twelvemonth since, I made a similar search on Eding’s‘ island, at the 
mouth of the South Edisto river. I there found the imperfect remains of a 
similar fort; together with three pieces of cannon, evidently of a very ancient 
date. The oldest inhabitants of the adjacent islands had seen these cannon 
when they were children; and the tradition of their ancestors was that they 
had been placed there “time out of mind.” Under these circumstances, I was 
at first inclined to think that Oldmixon and others were right in locating Charles 
fort at the South Edisto river; but my opinion was rendered doubtful, from the 
general appearance of Eding’s island not agreeing with the description given by 
Laudoniere of the country around Charles fort. Eding’s island is a barren 
sand-bank; while the island on which Charles fort was situated was remarkable 
for its fertility. 

After much examination upon this question, I am inclined to agree with the 
late Judge Johnson of this state, that “the evidence of circumstances prepon- 
derates in favor of the present site of Beaufort. For, if it be true, and every 
thing seems to confirm the opinion, that Charles fort was built ‘at the mouth 
of the Grand Riviere, on an island with a safe and commodious port,’ and the 
name of Port-Royal was given to it, we have the evidence of names and situation 
to support the opinion that its site was that of Beaufort. The name of Port- 
Royal is still retained, and the name of Broad river is but the translation of the 
French epithet, ‘Grand Riviere.’ Besides which, it is well known, that there is 
not to be found on any other island extending from north Edisto to Broad river, 
any port to compare in excellence and depth of water with Port-Royal; and the 
latitude agrees exactly, for it is actually situated in thirty degrees twelve min- 
utes, and should be rather farther south than farther north, to agree with the 
latitude given by Ribault.’* 


In A Sketch of the History of South Carolina to the close of the 
Proprietary Government, published in 1856, Professor William J. 
Rivers, one of the most careful and accurate of the historians of 
South Carolina, wrote: 

There are many reasons for believing that Charles Fort was built on the east- 


ern side of Paris island, where there are still the traces of its intrenchments, on a 
commodious creek called Pilot’s Creek. 





4 Edings’s Island. 
5 Historical Collections of South Carolina, I, xxxvi-xxxvii. 
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In a foot note to that statement Professor Rivers further said: 


In a letter from Capt. George P. Elliott, than whom there is no higher author- 
ity on the local history of Beaufort, I am informed that these intrenchments 
correspond with the length and breadth given by Laudonniere—that the fort 
was built of earth, with a fosse around it, in which the tide was admitted—that 
it had flanks for cannon—that the trees upon it are of the growth of centuries— 
that grapeshot and pieces of very old crockery have been found about it.$ 


In 1919 the Historical Commission of South Carolina published 
a bulletin by the writer entitled Parris Island, The Site of the 
First Attempt at a settlement of White People Within the Bounds 
of What Is Now South Carolina. 

Accepting the conclusions of the earlier writers and of Captain 
George P. Elliott that the fort on the eastern side of Parris Island, 
on Pilot Creek, was Charlesfort the writer stated that for a cen- 
tury after the French abandoned their fort ‘‘the little island upon 
which it stood secured no place on the pages of history”, and 
quoted from Hilton’s Relation the reference to Charlesfort: ‘“Like- 
wise we saw the Ruines of an old Fort, compassing more than half 
an acre of land within the Trenches, which we supposed to be 
Charls’ Fort, built, and so called by the French in 1562, etc.” 

From the context of Hilton’s narrative it would appear that the 
ruins he saw were near the mouth of the Combahee and not on 
the little island at the junction of the Broad and Port Royal 
(Beaufort) rivers, but this was the first mention of Charlesfort 
by any English explorer in that region since it had been abandoned 
by the French. Hilton did not seem to be aware of the fact that 
the Spaniards had at a later date maintained a much more con- 
siderable settlement in the same locality, and naturally concluded 
that this was the site of the French settlement. 

Investigations made during the last twenty-five years by Wood- 
bury Lowery and by Professor Herbert E. Bolton, of the Univer- 
sity of California, and students working under him, in the Archivo 
General de Indias, establish the fact that in 1565 Spain effected 
settlements on the Atlantic seaboard: one called San Agustin 


6A Sketch of the History of South Carolina, 25. In a letter written from the 
quarantine station, Port Royal Harbor, December 23, 1891, Dr. John A. John- 
son stated to Mr. William A. Courtenay that Captain Elliott had “‘explored the 
Fort & excavated numerous fragments of French pottery: best of all, he 
unearthed the cedar posts forming the gateway, with the well corroded iron 
hinges.” 
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(now St. Augustine), one called San Mateo, near the present site 
of Jacksonville, and a third at Santa Elena. 

In The Georgia Historical Quarterly (Published by the Georgia 
Historical Society) for September, 1923, Miss Mary Ross, one 
of Prof. Bolton’s students, recites the history of the Spanish 
settlement at Santa Elena,’ where they built a fort called San 
Felipe. In 1576 the Indians in that section, which was designated 
by the Spaniards as the province of Orista, became incensed at 
the Spanish garrison at Santa Elena and massacred two parties 
of Spanish soldiers—one of twenty-one® and another of nine— 
that went among them. Just prior to this disaster Solis, the 
commander at Santa Elena, interfered in a local quarrel among 
the Indians to the south of the Savannah River, in what the 
Spaniards termed the province of Guale, and aroused bitter feel- 
ing there against the Spaniards. The hostility of the Indians of 
both Orista and Guale soon caused disaffection among the natives 
all along the seaboard from the present Florida to the vicinity of 
the harbor upon which Charleston is now located. Santa Elena 
was completely isolated, surrounded by savages bent on its 
destruction. A call for help was sent to San Agustin and Governor 
Miranda came up with the supply ship. Terrified by the presence 
of several hundred natives on the war path the widows of the 
massacred soldiers implored the governor to abandon the establish- 
ment and take them to the capital. As Miranda’s forces had 
been reduced to but fifteen or twenty young soldiers he gave orders 
for dismantlement. The heavier cannons were buried and the 
movable goods and the people were placed on board three ves- 
sels which were in the harbor. They weighed anchor and drifted 
down El Cano de San Felipe, or Saint Philip’s Creek, and as they 
waited for the tide the distant war chant of the triumphant 
natives could be heard, while the retreating colonists tearfully 
watched the smoke curling up above the homes they had aban- 
doned. 

Pedro Menéndez de Marques, who had been the great figure 


7 See review in this Magazine, Vol. xxv. 

8 Miss Ross says Lieutenant Moyano and twenty-one men went to Escamuca, 
the Indian town, and that one escaped. Dr. John R. Swanton, of the Smith- 
sonian Institution, gives in Early History of the Creek Indians and their Neighbors 
(Bulletin 73), Moyano and twenty-two men, one of whom escaped. 
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in developing La Florida, was at this time overseas in command 
of a fleet in service against the French. As soon as the news of 
the abandonment of Santa Elena reached Philip II. of Spain he 
ordered Marques back to La Florida. He was authorized to call 
for equipment and men necessary for the rebuilding of the de- 
stroyed presidio. In June, 1577, Marques was furnished with the 
Espiritu Santo, a staunch, well armed vessel, carrying forty men 
under the command of Capt. Vicente Gonzales. Before the end 
of the year Marques and Gonzales had built another fort at Santa 
Elena, on a better site, but near the ruins of the old settlement, 
and called it San Marcos. 

While engaged on the construction of San Marcos information 
reached Marques through some Indians that there was a French 
ship aground some leagues to the northward and that the French 
had a fortification nearby. Soon after the receipt of the first 
news Marques received a second message from the natives. This 
time the Indians informed him that they had surprised the fort 
and captured and made slaves of over a hundred Frenchmen. 

In the latter part of the spring of 1578 Marques set out to find 
the French fort. In a wood near a river north of Santa Elena 
he found it. It was triangular in form, and from bastion to 
bastion it measured sixty-six paces, or about two hundred feet. 
Built of small logs and mud, with curtain walls of heavy timber, 
the fortified enclosure contained five houses. The structure was 
deserted, but Marques found a bronze cannon weighing “as much 
as two quintals”, the bones of many persons, and the body of a 
hanged man still suspender from the scaffold, which was later 
identified as that of a Spaniard. Marques burned the houses and 
demolished the fortification. 

In October, 1578, Captain Alvaro Flores, a royal inspector, 
inspected San Agustin and Fort San Marcos. He reported the 
latter as commanding the surrounding region, as manned by ten 
cannon of varying weight and garrisoned by Captain Quiros 
and seventy-seven soldiers. 

In April, 1579, Marques went against the large island town of 
Cocapoy® to the northward of Santa Elena for the purpose of 


® This was the form given in a letter of Marques, dated January 3, 1580, 
wherein he described the sacking of the town. It was doubtless the Spaniard’s 
interpretation of the Indian sound of the name of the tribes later known as 
Cusabo. 











SPANISH SETTLEMENT AT PORT ROYAL 37 


taking the Frenchmen that were among them. He defeated the 
Indians with great slaughter and captured over a dozen French- 
men. He then turned his attention to the southward where he 
succeeded in pursuading the Indians to turn over to him about a 
dozen more Frenchmen. There were twenty-eight in all. He 
took them to San Agustin and put twenty-three of them to death. 

On June 15, 1580, Marques wrote of the town about Fort 
San Marcos: 


This town is prospering very well, and, as things are now, every house is a 
fortress against the Indians, because they are all wood and clay, and are plast- 
ered outside and in with lime, and have their roofs of lime, which is good. As 
we have hit upon making lime of oyster shells, they are building houses so that 
the Indians have lost their boldness. There are more than sixty houses here, 
of which thirty-one are of the kind which I have described to ycur Majesty. 


In September, 1580, the Spaniards discovered a plot between 
Indians and Frenchmen to destroy the Spanish presidios. A chief 
from Guale was visiting at Santa Elena one day while Captain 
Quiros was drilling his men. A Spaniard asked what he thought 
of the drill. The chief replied that it was good and that it was 
necessary, as the French had threatened to come upon them the 
next summer. Asked why the French desired to make war upon 
them the chieftain replied: “It is because. the Frenchmen said that 
the Indians had taken the fort which the Frenchmen of the ship 
El Principe had built on the point of Santa Elena, and that the 
Spaniards had taken a ship in the San Meteo river, and had killed 
all the Frenchmen who were among the Indians all along this 
coast, and had hanged them, and for this reason they had to come 
to avenge their death.” 

Soon after this an Indian uprising occurred and about a thousand 
Indians surrounded Santa Elena, but Quiros had received aid 
from San Agustin. Marques had sent Captain Vicente Gonzales 
up the coast for a reconnoissance. He arrived at Santa Elena 
October 4, 1580. Returning by inland passages he stopped at 
Tupiqui (on the mainland near St. Catherine’s) where he captured 
an Indian whom he took to San Agustin and from whom Marques 
gathered the details of the plot. Some of the Guale tribes were 
in open rebellion and the Indians about Santa Elena were ex- 
tremely disaffected. The Spanish leaders estimated that two 
thousand fighting men were on the war path. In September two 
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ships under Captains Miranda and Junco had arrived at San 
Agustin from Spain. Aided by these Marques soon quelled the 
uprising, and the first of the year 1581 saw matters more peaceful 
in La Florida. 

From the records cited by Miss Ross we learn that the Spaniards 
built in succession two forts on an island at Port Royal which 
they called Santa Elena and that the French built another in “a 
wood near a river north of Santa Elena.” In a letter to Philip 
II. dated June 15, 1578, Marques informed the king that the 
Indians “came to the island many times, but did not dare to show 
themselves.” After quoting from Marques’s letter of March 25, 
1580, describing the town at Santa Elena, Miss Ross says: “Quite 
a settlement was that on Parris Island in 1580.” In a footnote 
to this statement Miss Ross quotes the statement by Hilton, 
heretofore quoted herein, and observes: “What he described was 
clearly the Spanish fort, not the French.” On the margin of a 
copy of Miss Ross’ pamphlet which Professor Bolton sent to the 
writer he made this annotation: “This is the so-called ‘French’ 
fort excavated at Parris Island.” 

Whether the Spanish archives furnish definite enough descrip- 
tions to warrant these positive declarations by Miss Ross and 
Professor Bolton the writer is unable to say, but it is quite evident 
that the descriptions given by Laudonniere in his narrative of the 
French expedition to Port Royal do not warrant a positive asser- 
tion that the foundations of a fort unearthed recently on Pilot 
Creek on the eastern side of Parris Island were those of Charles- 
fort. Without a knowledge of the existence of the Spanish records 
we might be warranted in assuming, as Simms, the Elliotts, Dr. 
Holmes, Judge Johnson, Carroll and Rivers have done, that the 
ruins visible on Parris Island up to 1917 were those of Charles- 
fort, but, with all of the Spanish material before us, it now becomes 
imperative to seek more evidence in order to establish anything 
conclusively. Laudonniere’s account, in modern English, is: 
“Having sailed up the great river on the north side, in coasting 
an isle which ended with a sharp point toward the mouth of the 
river, having sailed a while, he discovered a small river, which 
entered into the island, which he would not fail to search out. 
Which done and finding the same deep enough to harbour therein 
galleys and galliots in good number, proceeding farther, he found 
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a very open place, joining upon the brink thereof, where he went 
on land, and seeing the place fit to build a fortress in, and com- 
modious for them that were willing to plant there, he resolved 
incontinent to cause the bigness of the fortification to be measured 
out.” 

The “great river” is the Broad. The “north” side thereof is 
the west side of Parris Island, but the fort is on the east side of 
the island, and Pilot Creek enters from the Port Royal (Beaufort) 
River on the east side of the island. If the Port Royal River 
was the one he sailed up then the “north” side thereof would have 
been St. Helena Island, or one of the smaller islands to the north 
of St. Helena. Another construction of the language may be 
that the northern branch (Port Royal) of the great river was 
meant, rather than the northern side. Another possibility is that 
Pilot Creek extended entirely across the island, from river to river, 
at that time and has since filled. The map of Beaufort District, 
which was prepared by Charles Vignoles and H. Ravenel in 1820 
for Mills’s Atlas of South Carolina (published in 1825), shows a 
creek, extending into Parris Island nearly to the head of Pilot Creek 
with marsh lands between, which indicates that two hundred and 
fifty-eight years before there might have been a continuous water- 
way entirely across the island. Parris Island certainly fits Laudon- 
niere’s statement that Ribaut’s island ‘“‘ended with a sharp point 
toward the mouth of the river.” 

If a “fathom” measured off on land was six feet, then Charles- 
fort should have been ninety-six feet long and seventy-eight wide 
“with flanks according to the proportion thereof.” Never having 
measured off the lines of the fort on Parris Island before they 
were levelled in 1917, and being unable to find where any one 
had made any definite measurements, the writer cannot say 
whether they met that description or not, but he understands 
that the line of palisades unearthed by Gen. Eli K. Cole in 1923, 
did not accord with the measurements given by Laudonniere. 

On the other hand, it would seem a plausible theory that, as 
St. Helena Island has borne that name from the earliest English 
records on that section, the name had been handed down from 
the Spanish occupation just as the name Port Royal had been 
handed down from the French. It will be recalled that Hilton, 
who explored that section in 1663, referred to both “St. Ellens” 
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and Port Royal. This would tend to indicate that St. Helena 
Island was the scene of the Spanish settlements and enterprises. 
The first Spanish fort was called San Filipe and the creek that the 
remnant of its garrison sailed down in 1566, according to the 
contemporaneous report, bore the same name. There is still a 
St. Philip’s Creek extending into St. Helena Island. The ruins 
that Hilton saw—apparently near the mouth of the Combahee 
—would tend to strengthen that theory. The fort on Edings’s 
Island, at the mouth of the South Edisto, which Carroll saw there 
about 1835, might have been the fort built by the French from 
the stranded El Principe in 1577, as Marques said that was “In 
a wood near a river north of Santa Elena.” 











LETTER FROM WM. CHARLES WELLS TO DR. JAMES 
CURRIE 


The letter printed below is from a copy kindly furnished by 
Sidney Turner Esq. of 98 Drakefell Road, New Cross, London, 
S. E., through Mr. Fred G. Floyd of Roslindale, Massachusetts. 

Dr. William Charles Wells 1757-1817, was born in Charles 
Town, South Carolina, Son of Robert and Mary Wells, emigrants 
from Scotland. 

Robert Wells settled in S. C. about 1753, was merchant, book 
seller and printer; published the South Carolina and American 
General Gazette; was an ardent Loyalist as were all of his family. 

Wm. Charles Wells was sent to school at Dumfries in 1768, and 
the University of Edinburgh in 1770; returned to Carolina in 1771, 
and was apprenticed to Dr. Alexander Garden; he remained in 
Charles Town until the outbreak of the Revolution in 1775, 
when he returned to Great Britain and resumed his medical 
studies. In 1779 he went to Holland as Surgeon in a Scottish 
regiment in the Dutch Service. In 1781 he returned to Carolina 
to look after his father’s property; in December, 1782, upon the 
evacuation of Charles Town, he went to St. Augustine, taking 
with him the printing press belonging to his brother, John Wells, 
then in England; in St. Augustine, he claims that he printed a 
paper under his brothers name; he also was a volunteer Captain, 
and acted various parts in plays. He returned to England in 
1784, and this ended all connection with South Carolina. 

Wells printed a number of Scientific articles among them An 
Essay on Dew, 1814, in which he gave the first explanation of the 
phenomena of dew, and was awarded the Rumford Medal of the 
Royal Society. The Dictionary of National Biography gives con- 
siderable space to him, and his Memoir by himself appears in 
Two Essays, one Upon Single Vision with Two Eyes the other 
On Dew. . . . London, 1818. 


LETTER DATED CHARLESTOWN MARCH 18. 1781 


Address [at top in anotherhand] 
D', James Currie N°. 17 Church Street 


Physician 
41 
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To the Care of M*. Edgar Currie 


Merchant 
Liverpool 
CHARLES : 
Postmarks on cover TOWN [colonial postmark] 
KINSALE . 
SHIP LETTER [Irish where landed by boat] 


MY [General post office Dublin 
15 date of receipt] 
This is charge $ 


4 [Manuscript charge for carriage. 
cancelled 2 | P 6 ge-] 


2 


Charles Town Spring 1781. 
My Dear Currie 
My last letter to you was dated at London above 
four months ago, this is written in Charlestown. 

In such an interval of time, and after so considerable a change 
in geographical situation, many things must have occurred which 
as a friend you will readily desire to know concerning me. You 
shall be gratified in part at least and I shall discharge a duty 
which becomes the heavier, the longer its performance is delayed. 

I left London about the middle of November last, and with 
some difficulty arising from the want of stage-coaches on the road 
and my wish to avoid the expense of travelling alone in a Post- 
chaise I arrived at Falmouth a few days before the Packet sailed, 
which happened on the 22nd of November, and a favourable wind 
carried us to the island of Madiera in ten days; there we left a 
mail, and after a stay of not more than 36 hours we again put 
to sea. The rest of our passage was perfectly uninterrupted and 
we arrived at Charlestown of the 12th of January. 

As far as pleasant can be predicated of any passage I think it may 
be ours. The weather was uniformly good, the air temperate, 
the vessel roomy, light, and quick sailing; the stores excellent, 
and the company, such as I shall not readily meet with again on 
ship-board. The Captain of the Packet was a good natured plain 
man, and bore honourable scars in his front, marks of his having 
more than once defeated the Rebels in their attempts to take his 
vessel. There was a monstrous man, with respect to size, on 
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board who was rated as Surgeon, but whose chief employment 
was to provide us with good victuals, and drink; this he faithfully 
performed, partly from an interested motive, as he himself was 
affected by every culinary misfortune; this was not the sole 
manner of his being serviceable; he was placed at the foot of the 
table which he entirely filled, and gave a loud laugh to every 
good thing that was said. 

My fellow passengers were only two Major Ross and Captain 
Broderick, both of them Aid de Camps to my Lord Cornwallis. 
The latter was a young man and had a good deal of English 
reserve, which could scarcely be distinguished from haughtiness, 
he was however decently well informed on some subjects, and 
formed no contemptable member of our party. But the person 
to whom I ascribe almost every circumstance which rendered the 
passage agreeable was Major Ross. 

The Major was born in the north of Scotland and finished his 
classical] education at the University of Aberdeen by taking the 
degree of Master of Arts at so early an age as fifteen. Since that 
time he has continually been in the Army and much in the World. 
The general tenor of his studies seems to have been to render 
himself a complete soldier. In this persuit he has attained a 
considerable degree of knowledge of every branch of learning or 
science, which is any wise connected with the Military Art. In 
enquiring these things, he has not neglected, even what many do 
who are engaged in as active professions, the dead languages. 
His address is easy, his manners polite, and his attention to the 
most minute things in the way of making every one pleased, is 
greater than that of any other person of my acquaintance. In 
short he is the most finish gentleman, that I ever knew. Such is 
the character of the person to whose company and conversation 
I ascribe in a particular manner the pleasantness of the passage. 

I found my brother here in good health, and an officer in a 
Company of Militia clothed in uniforms and well disciplined, 
consequently a good loyalist. 

My fathers affairs, to settle which was the sole object of my 
expedition, are in a better situation than I expected to find them 
in. the Books during the Rebellion have been most! shabby kept, 


1 Torn away. 
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but then few of the accounts have been settled’ by that vile and 
beggarly attempt to represent the value of things, the American 
Paper Currency. I am now totally occupied in putting every- 
thing in order, indeed that is the only thing which I can yet do, 
as no suits are allowed to be carried on to recover debts contracted 
before the surrender of the town; and you know how difficult it 
is to obtain payments from Americans without threatening them 
at least with scourge of the law. 

I have read nothing since I have been here and thought nearly 
as little. My mind is filled with nothing but what relates to my 
fathers business. He has been appointed King’s Printer in this 
Province and it has taken up a good deal of my time to render his 
appointment of effect. a News Paper is now printed by my Brother 
under the ————— of The Royal Gazette by R. Wells and Son; 
and I am confident if things remain quiet here the appointment 
will be attended with considerable emoluments. 

I do nothing in the medical way; but you may direct to me as 
Dr. Compliments to Bell and desire him to remember me to 
Mr. Skinner, and Miss Alder. I shall write himsoon. My next 
to you will contain a whole budget of Politicks. 

Yours Sincerely 
WILL. Cuas. WELLS. 














MARRIAGE AND DEATH NOTICES FROM THE CITY 
GAZETTE 


Copied by JEANNIE HEYWARD REGISTER 
(Continued from October, 1924) 


On Sunday morning fell a victim to the prevailing fever,' Mrs. 
Jane Wadsworth, relict of Thomas Wadsworth, esq, who about 
a fortnight ago died of the same malignant disease. This lady 
possessed many amiable qualities, and faithfully discharged all 
the relative and social duties of life. Her numerous connections 
and friends have reasons to lament her being thus cut off in the 
midst of her days and usefulness; yet have they a comforting 
assurance that she is gone to enjoy the rewards of a well spent 
life. [Verses omitted] (October 1, 1799) 

Died, on Saturday last, of the epidemic fever which has proved 
so fatal in this city to strangers, Mrs. Ann Dickson, widow of the 
late Dr. Stephen Dickson, and eldest daughter of the Rev. Mr. 
Best. 

Died, on Monday last, after a short illness, in the 16th year 
of his age, Master William Burrows Atkinson, only son of the 
late Joseph Atkinson, esq. This promising youth, a few months 
ago, was appointed a midshipman in the navy of the United 
States, was rated as such on the books of the frigate John Adams, 
and did duty in her; from his active disposition, amiable manners, 
and genteel deportment, he bid fair to be an ornament to the 
profession he had chosen, and an honor to his surviving parent 
and friends, whose hopes are now destroyed by his premature 
death. 

Died, on Monday evening, of the prevailing fever, Mr. Thomas 
Craig, engineer and Millwright, greatly lamented by all his 
acquaintances, and as a mechanic, a material loss to society. 
(October 3, 1799) 

On Thursday evening, the 19th ultimo, died, at Captain Joseph 
Fuller’s, on the Horse Shoe, the Reverend William Blackwell, 
late rector of the Parish of St. Bartholomew’s. (Oct. 5, 1799) 


1 Yellow fever, then called Strangers fever. 
45 








46 SO. CA. HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL MAGAZINE 


Died, on Friday morning last, in the 46th year of his age, Mr. 
Christian Martin, of this city, tanner. Through life he supported 
the character of an honest man, was much esteemed, and is 
regretted by all his friends and acquaintances. (Oct. 9, 1799) 

Died, on Saturday last, Mr. John Mason, for a number of 
years a respectable merchant in this city. (Oct. 14, 1799) 

Married, on Saturday evening last, Mr. John Reid, to Mrs. 
Mary Brinley, both of this city. (Oct. 15, 1799) 

Married, on Tuesday evening last, on Sullivan’s Island, by the 
Rev. Mr. Frost, Henry Middleton Rutledge, esq. major in the 
army of the United States, to Miss Septima Sexta Middleton, 
daughter of the late Arthur Middleton, esq. 

Married, on Tuesday evening, in this city, by the Rev. Mr. 
Jenkins, Moses Glover, esq. to Mrs. Hepburn, widow of James 
Hepburn, esq, late of the town of Nassau, New Providence. 

Married, on Thursday evening last, at Manchester, Anthony 
Butler, esq, attorney at law, to the amiable and truly accom- 
plished Miss Mary Ann James Moore, daughter of Isham Moore, 
esq. 

On Monday evening fell a victim of the prevailing fever, in 
the fourth year of her age, Miss Ann Moer, eldest daughter of 
Mr. William Moer, cooper. (Oct. 17, 1799) 

Died, in St. John’s Parish, on the 8th instant, Elizabeth Brickell, 
daughter of Dr. James Brickell, aged three years. This un- 
fortunate gentleman has lost four children in a very few years, 
and now has but one only child alive. (Oct. 18, 1799) 

Married, on Tuesday evening last, by the Rev. Dr. Purcell, 
Mr. Peter Suder, to the amiable Mrs. Ann Browne Chalmers, both 
of this city. 

Died, on Thursday morning last, in the 64th year of her age, 
Mrs. Susanna Parsons, widow of the honorable James Parsons, 
esq. deceased, after a short but painful illness, which she under- 
went with uncommon resignation and fortitude. 

The remains of this truly virtuous and pious lady, whose loss 
will be ever remembered with grief, were yesterday interred at 
St. Michael’s Church, attended by a respectable concourse of 
weeping and disconsolate friends. (Oct. 19, 1799) 

Died, on Thursday evening last, Mr. Thomas King, Tinnman. 
His excellent disposition, and simplicity of manners, gained him 
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the esteem of all who were acquainted with him; and the pains 
of death were ameliorated, by the recollection of past deeds. By 
his death the community have to regret the loss of the first artist 
of his trade; and those who knew him, a sincere friend, and an 
agreeable acquaintance. (Oct. 21, 1799) 

Died, on Friday last, after a short illness, in the 28th year of 
his age, Dr. George F. Hahnbaum. He has left a mother, a 
distressed widow and one child to mourn his untimely fate. 

Died, at Hobcaw, on Tuesday morning last, in the 65th year 
of his age, Mr. John Mortimer Williams, for a number of years a 
respectable inhabitant of this city. His loss is sincerely regretted 
by all those who had the pleasure of his acquaintance. (Oct. 
24, 1799) 

Died, at Savannah, on the 18th inst. after a short illness, Mr. 
George Benson, aged 29 years, a native of Great Britain. He was 
a man of the strictest integrity, and bore his disease with the 
fortitude and faith of a christian. His death is universally 
lamented by his friends and acquaintance. (Oct. 26, 1799) 

Married, on Saturday evening last, by the Rev. Dr. Price, Mr. 
Edward Ainger, to Miss Elizabeth Shaw, both of this city. (Oct. 
28, 1799) 

Died, on the 26th instant, Thomas Broom, Esq. of Camden, a 
gentleman whose mild manners, genuine probity, and extended 
philanthropy, conciliated the sincere esteem of an extensive ac- 
quaintance; and his uncommon merit and worth were sincerely 
felt by hiscountry. . . .. 

On Sunday morning last departed this life, after a long and 
painful illness, which he bore with exemplary fortitude, Mr. John 
Moss; a worthy member of society, a sincere friend, and a useful 
citizen. His remains were interred in the same evening in the 
burial ground of St. Philip’s Church, attended by the Ancient 
Battalion of Artillery, and a number of relatives and acquain- 
tances. (Oct. 29, 1799) 

Died, on Tuesday evening, after a lingering illness, sincerely 
regretted by all who had the pleasure of her acquaintance, Mrs. 
Eliza Hargreaves, wife of Mr. Joseph Hargreaves, of this city, 
merchant. (Oct. 31, 1799) 

Died, in this city, on Saturday night last, in the 32nd year of 
his age, Doctor Henry Arnott, of St. Paul’s Parish a native of 
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Ireland, and for many years a physician on board his Britannic 
Majesty’s royal navy. (Nov. 1, 1799) 

Departed this life on Wednesday, the 30th ult. Mrs. Eliza 
Hargreaves, wife of Mr. Joseph Hargreaves, of this city, mer- 
chant, after a lingering illness which she bore with christian 
fortitude and resignation. Affable and mild in her deportment 
through life, her manners engaged, and her disposition preserved 
the esteem of all who knew her.—This tribute to her memory 
as best testified by the regret of her acquaintances, the sorrow 
of her friends, and the grief of her husband and relatives, to whom 
her stay on earth had been a blessing and a comfort. 

Died, on Thursday evening, after a short illness, aged 26 years, 
Mrs. Louisa Williamson, wife of Mr. J. B. Williamson, of the 
Charleston Company of Comedians. The early death of this 
most accomplished actress is truly lamented by all who have 
enjoyed the pleasure of seeing her on the stage, where she shone 
unrivalled; in a word, since she has been known in this city, she 
has been the delight of our Theatre. (Nov. 2, 1799) 

Married, on Saturday evening last, by the Rev. Mr. Frost. 
Mr. David Maull, of Jacksonborough, to Miss Mary E. Besselleu, 
of this city. (Nov. 4, 1799) 

Married, on Sunday evening, by the Rev. Mr. Mathews, Mr. 
Daniel Bize, to the amiable Miss Joanna Sophia Rechon, both of 
this city. (Nov. 5, 1799) 

Married, on Wednesday evening, by the Rev. Mr. Jenkins, 
Theodore Gaillard, esq, barrister at law, to Miss Cornelia Marshall. 
(Nov. 8, 1799) 

Married, on Thursday evening last, by the Rev. Bishop Smith, 
Mr. Robert Roulain, to the amiable Miss Hannah Livingston, 
both of this city. 

Died, on Wednesday last, after a long and severe illness, Mrs. 
Sarah Simons, the wife of James Simons, esq. collector of the 
port. With a bosom formed for friendship, and manners engag- 
ing and sweet; with a judgment commanding respect, and feel- 
ings alive to distress, this lady rivetted the affections of all her 
connections. But alas, how visionary is human happiness! They 
loved her, but to lament her loss; and were happy in her life, only 
to be disconsolate at her death. (Verses omitted) 

Died, at Stono, Mr. Peter Roberts, a native of Ireland, in the 
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bloom of youth, after a short illness. As a gentleman he possessed 
dignity without pride, affability without meanness, and elegance 
without affectation; which endeared him to all his acquaintances, 
and particularly to such as were acquainted with his intrinsic 
merit. (Nov. 9, 1799) 

Departed this life the 10th instant, on Sullivan’s Island, Mr. 
John Frew, aged 23 years. (Nov. 14, 1799) 

Died, in this city, the 25th October last, capt. John Morrison, 
lately from England, after a long and painful illness, which he 
bore with becoming fortitude and resolution. (Nov. 18, 1799) 

Died, at Beaufort on the 13th inst. in the 29th year of his age, 
John Rutledge Stobo. (Nov. 19, 1799) 

Married, the 5th September last, Mr. Timothy Alden Edson, 
of this city, to the amiable and accomplished Miss Elizabeth 
Weatherby, of Concord, State of Vermont. 

Died, on the 25th ultimo, at his seat on Shelter Island (New 
York) Jonathan N. Havens, esq. member of congress for the 
districts of Long and Staten Island. (Nov. 21, 1799) 

Died, in the night of the 20th inst. after a few days illness, in 
the 25th year of his age, Mr. Edward Jones, a manager in the 
Charleston Company of Comedians. As a judicious manager of 
the Theatre, and as a good member of society, his death will be 
sensibly felt; but to his amiable wife and children, the loss is 
incalculable, and can only be ameliorated by the tender and 
benevolent sympathy of all who knew his public worth and private 
virtue. 

Died, yesterday at Sullivan’s Island, in his 78th year, Capt. 
Simon Tufts, after a short illness. His remains, in conformity 
to his desire, were interred beside a cedar tree in his own garden. 

Died, on Saturday, the 16th instant, Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson, 
widow of Mr. James Thompson, taylor, formerly of this city, 
after a lingering illness, which she bore with fortitude. She has 
left two female orphans, to lament the irreparable loss of a tender 
mother. (Nov. 22, 1799) 

Married last evening, by the right Rev. Bishop Smith, Gabriel 
Manigault Bounetheau, Esq., Clerk of the City Council to Miss 
Ann Maria Petsch, daughter of the late Dr. Adam Petsch de- 
ceased. 

Died at Philadelphia, on Friday the 9th instant. lieut Huger, 
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quarter-master to the Marine Corps, aged 25 years; and on 
Saturday his remains were buried with military honors. (Nov. 
27, 1799) 

Died, the 19th at Huntsville, in the County of Laurens, Mary 
Hunter, aged 9 years, youngest daughter of the Hon. John Hunter, 
esq. (Nov. 28, 1799) 

Died, on Monday last, Mr. John Conyers, of Bermuda, in the 
29th year of his age, for many years a respectable inhabitant of 
this place; his amiable disposition and engaging manners endeared 
him to all his acquaintance, but particularly to his affectionate 
wife and three helpless children, whom he has left to bewail his 
early fate—as a husband he was indulgent and tender; as a 
father, everything that is comprised in that tender appellation. 
(Nov. 30, 1799) 

Married, on Sunday evening, by the Rev. Mr. Jenkins, James 
Lowndes, esq. to the accomplished Miss Catherine Osborne, 
daughter of col. Thomas Osborne, of St. Paul’s Parish, planter. 
(Dec. 3, 1799) 

Married, on Thursday evening, by the Rev. Mr. Frost, Robert 
R. Gibbes, esq. to Miss Ann Smith, only daughter of Peter Smith, 
esq. (Dec. 4, 1799) 

Married, on Tuesday evening last, by the Rev. Mr. Jenkins, 
Mr. Alfred Walter, to the amiable Miss Mary Peters, daughter 
of Christopher Peters, esq. deceased, of St. Paul’s Parish. 

Married, on Thursday evening last, by the rev. Mr. Furman, 
Mr. George Raworth, to Miss Margaret Welsh, both of this city. 

Married, on Thursday evening last, by the rev. Mr. Furman, 
Mr. Thomas Gibson, of this city, merchant, to Miss Louise Poyas, 
eldest daughter of Mr. John Lewis Loyas. 

Died, on Thursday night last, aged 73 years, Mrs. Mary Ford, 
widow of the late Thomas Ford, esq. deceased. (Dec. 9, 1799) 

Married, in Pendleton County, Samuel Taylor, esq. son of the 
late Major Taylor, to Miss Sarah Reese, eldest daughter of the 
late rev. Mr. Thomas Reese. (Dec. 11, 1799) 

Married, on Monday evening, by the Rev. Mr. Snether, Capt. 
Hippoe, to the agreeable and accomplished Mrs. Phoebe Bennett, 
both of this city. (Dec. 12, 1799) 

Married, on the 17th October, at Mount Pleasant, in Abbeville 
County, by the Rev. Mr. Tilman, John Jones, esq, to the amiable 
Mrs. Milley Scales. (Dec. 13, 1799) 
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Died, on Saturday morning, Mrs. Mary Meyer, widow of 
Philip Meyer, deceased, formerly of this city; she was a native of 
Germany, arrived here in the year ’44, and died aged 74. She 
was affectionate and benevolent in her disposition, pious and 
exemplary in her conduct through life, resigned and composed in 
mind at the approach of death. 

Died, the 10th instant, on his passage from St. Augustine to 
Charleston, capt. Theophilus Stanton Frink, a native of Preston 
in Connecticut. His death is much regretted by his friends and 
acquaintance. 

Died, at St. Mary’s on the 2ist ultimo, Lieut. Samuel Allison, 
of the 2nd regiment of infantry. (Dec. 16, 1799) 

Married, on Sunday evening last, by the Rev. Doctor Jenkins, 
Mr. Joseph Lewis, merchant, to Miss Judith Van Assendelft, 
both of this city. (Dec. 17, 1799) 

Married, on Tuesday evening last, by the Rev. Mr. Snethen, 
the rev. Mr. John Harper, to Mrs. Esther McCall. 

Married, on Wednesday evening, by the rev. Mr. Jenkins, 
Robert D. Lawrence, esq. attorney at law, to Miss Eliza M. Hall, 
daughter of Daniel Hall, esq, of this city. 

Married, on Wednesday evening last, by the Rev. Mr. Snethen, 
Mr. William Thompson, to the amiable Miss Elizabeth Main, 
late of Philadelphia. (Dec. 20, 1799) 

Married, on Thursday evening last, by the Rev. Mr. Fabre, Mr 
Benjamin Casey, to Miss Elizabeth Strohecker, both of this city. 

Died, in St. Thomas’s Parish, at Louisville, on the 10th inst. 
Mr. Joseph Fogartie, aged 75 years. (Dec. 21, 1799) 

Married, on Thursday evening last, by the Rev. Doctor Hollings- 
head, Mr. Thomas Cochran, jun. to Miss Eliza Torrans, both of 
this city. 

Married, on Thursday evening, by the Rev. Doctor Hollings- 
head, capt. Thomas M’Intire, to Miss Cornelia Cohen. (Dec. 
23, 1799) 

Married, last Sunday evening by the Rev. Dr. Frost, Mr John 
Stewart to Miss Elizabeth Mary Wish, both of this city. (Dec. 
24, 1799) 

Died, on Thursday last, at his Plantation on Santee, William 
Ramson Davis, esq. aged 44: a gentleman whose benevolence and 
hospitable disposition endeared him to all who had the pleasure 
of his acquaintance. (Dec. 25, 1799) 
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Married, on Tuesday evening last, by the Rev. Dr. Frost, Mr. 
Charles Brown, to Miss Sarah Chitty, both of this city. 

Married, on Thursday 26th inst, by the rev. Mr. Jenkins, 
Peyre Gaillard, esq, of St. James’ Santee, planter, to Miss Susan 
Mathews Hall; and on the same evening Thomas Thompson, esq. 
of Nassau, New-Providence, to Miss Anna Hall—daughters of 
Daniel Hall, esq, of this city. (Dec. 27, 1799) 

Married, on Tuesday, 17th instant, capt. Francis Dickinson, to 
Miss Rachel Miles, daughter of John Miles, esq. (Dec. 28, 1799) 

Married, on Sunday evening last, by the Rev. I. C. Faber, Mr. 
William Dunbar, to Mrs. Elizabeth Simons, both of this city. 

Died, on Tuesday the 24th instant, in the 29th year of his age, 
after a lingering illness, Mr. Arthur Bryan, son of the late George 
Bryan, esq, one of the supreme judges of the courts of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Died, on the 23rd instant, in the 23rd year of her age, Miss 
Patsey Goodwin, daughter of the late Abel Goodwin, of George- 
town. To her friends and acquaintance, who knew her worth, 
the loss is irreparable, and her memory to them will be ever dear. 

Died, at Pocotaligo, on Monday the 23rd instant, after a long 
and painful illness, in the 29th year of her age, Mrs. Mary DuPre 
Cuthbert, wife of Major J. A. Cuthbert. She has left six children 
to lament the loss of an affectionate and tender mother. (Dec. 
31, 1799) 

Married, on Wednesday evening, by the Rev. Dr. Buist, Mr. 
Alexander Johnston, to Mrs. Elizabeth Labagh, both of this city. 

Married, at Philadelphia, by the Right Rev. the Bishop of 
Pennsylvania, David Montague Erskine, esq., son of the Hon. 
Thomas Erskine, to Miss Fanny Cadwalader, youngest daughter 
of the late General Cadwalader. 

Died, on the 1st inst. in the 40th year of her age, Mrs. Mary 
Dorothy Smith, only daughter of Philip Minzing. (Jan. 3, 1800) 

Married, in St. John’s parish, on the 12th ult. by the rev. Mr. 
Parker, Paul Warley, esq, of St. Mathew’s parish, to Mrs. Martha 
Roche, of St. John’s Parish, Santee. 

Married, on Thursday evening last, by the rev. Doctor Hol- 
lingshead, Mr. James Vinson, merchant, to Mrs. Eliza Porter, 
both late of Georgetown. 

Died, on Saturday last, Mr. Benjamin Lesesne, the son of 
Daniel Lesesne, esq, deceased, aged 30 years. (June 4, 1800) 
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Married at Santee, in December last, Mr. Robert Johnson, to 
the amiable Miss Mary Cartey, both of that place. 

Married, on Tuesday evening, by the Rev. Dr. Hollingshead, 
Mr. Jacob Axson, to Miss Ann Bee, daughter of Mr. Joseph Bee, 
deceased. (Jan. 9, 1800) 

Married, on Saturday, the 4th instant, Mr. Samuel Heuston, 
merchant, to Miss Selina Best, daughter of the rev. Wm. Best, 
of this city. (Jan. 15, 1800) 

Married, on the 11th instant, by the Rev. Dr. Faber, Mr. 
Thomas Gyles, to Miss Rosina Bouyssou, daughter of Mr. Peter 
Bouyssou, captain of the national troops in St. Domingo, and 
citizen of said island. (Jan. 17, 1800) 

Died on the 3rd January, instant, at his plantation in St. Paul’s 
Parish, Joseph Perry, esq. after a short but painful illness, which 
he bore with christian fortitude. He was an affectionate husband, 
a tender and fond parent, a humane and indulgent master. (Jan. 
18, 1800) 

Married, on Saturday evening last, by the rev. Dr. Munns, Mr. 
Joseph D. Beell, to Miss Hannah Hill. (Jan. 20, 1800) 

Died, on Saturday evening last, Mr. Alexander Clarkson, baker, 
an affectionate parent, tender husband, sincere friend, and truly 
honest man. 

Died, at the Santee Canal, on the 7th instant, Charles Frederick 
Von Bohlen, a native of Schmalkalden, in Germany. 

Died, in Philadelphia, on the 19th day of November last, in 
the 86th year of her age, Mrs. Zipporah Jacobs, wife of Mr. 
Israel Jacobs, and daughter of the late Dr. Nunes, who, with his 
family, (in which she was included), arrived among the first 
settlers of Savannah in Georgia, as physician to Governor Ogle- 
thorpe. She was a lady of extraordinary good sense, and an 
excellent understanding, greatly improved by an accomplished 
education, in the course of which she acquired and retained the 
use of six different languages. Her manners were mild, courteous, 
and so exceedingly engaging, that they insured the esteem and 
respect of her numerous acquaintances, both young and old; and 
her benevolence and charity were unbiassed by national or sec- 
tarian prejudices. In the domestic shade of life, her virtues shone 
conspicuously bright, as wife, parent and mistress, in all which 
stations she discharged her duty faithfully and cheerfully, con- 
vinced, that those who happiness bestow reflected happiness will 
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bless. She bore her last illness, though excessively painful, with 
that pious fortitude which can be acquired only by a well spent 
life, and firm hope of an immortal and better state of existence. 

Married, on Tuesday evening, by the Rev. Mr. Jenkins, Thomas 
Hunt, esq, barrister at law, to Miss Mary Jennings, daughter of 
the late Daniel Jennings, esquire. 

Married, at Santee, in December last, Mr. Robert Johnston, 
to the most amiable and accomplished Miss Mary Carter, daughter 
of John Carter, esq. both of St. Mark’s parish. (Jan. 20, 1800) 

Died, on Sunday last, Mr. Andrew Kreps, baker; an affection- 
ate parent, a tender husband, and a sincere friend. (Verses 
omitted) (Jan. 23, 1800) 

We announce to the public, with infinite concern, the decease 
of our valuable fellow-citizen, His Excellency EDWARD RUT- 
LEDGE, esq, Governor and Commander in Chief of this state, 
who closed on Thursday night a life of fifty years, devoted to the 
cause of philanthropy and the interests of his country. Amongst 
the patriots of 1776, this excellent character held a distinguished 
situation; and his integrity, his zeal, and his exertions in our 
revolutionary war, aided by uncommon talents, ranked him 
amongst those great political pillars, by which the fabric of 
American independence might be said to be supported. His elo- 
quence, which shone forth in the senate and at the bar, was bril- 
liant and impressive; it pleased the ear and went home to the 
heart; rich in ideas, and happy in his manner of expressing them, 
he was accustomed to command attention, to delight as well as 
to persuade his audience. The many important services rendered 
by this virtuous man to the United States, and particularly to 
this his native land, are faithfully recorded on the page of history; 
they are engraven on the hearts of his countrymen, and the 
recollection of them shall not die. 

If we view his conduct in the walks of private life, there is 
abundant scope for the most heart felt eulogism; as the husband, 
the parent and the relative, he may sometimes be equalled, but 
he will never be surpassed. Mild and endearing in his deport- 
ment, with the accomplished manners of the gentleman, he 
diffused on all around him the rays of his own good humour and 
urbanity. He delighted to do good; and to relieve the widow, 
or to wipe away the tear of the orphan, was to the mind of sensi- 
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bility a feast indeed. In the midst of the exercise of every virtue 
which makes man amiable, he is taken from us. 

Carolinians! ye have wept for the loss of your WASHINGTON, 
and ye will not be sparing of your tears over the urn of your 
RUTLEDGE. 

Died, on Tuesday, the 13th instant, in the 24th year of her age, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Ann Adams, wife of the Rev. James S. Adams, of 
St. George’s, Dorchester. (Jan. 25, 1800) 

On Saturday last, the inhabitants of this city, paid the last 
honors they had in their power to shew, to the remains of the 
late most worthy and beloved Chief Magistrate, Governor Rut- 
ledge. The regiment of horse, the regiment of artillery, and the 
uniform companies of the 28th and 29th regiments of militia, 
formed in procession, and preceded the corps from the house of 
the deceased, with their colours in mourning, their arms reversed, 
and the music playing a dead march. After the military came 
the Clergy, then the body, which was followed by the deceased’s 
horse in military mourning. Major Rutledge attended as chief 
mourner; then other relatives, friends and domestics. The 
procession was closed by citizens, all of whom evinced the grief 
they felt at the loss they, and the state at large, have sustained 
in being deprived of this excellent man. 

His body was deposited with military honors, in the family 
burying ground in St. Philip’s church yard. During the pro- 
cession minute guns were fired by a detachment of artillery, and 
the vessels in the harbour wore their colours at half-mast during 
the day. 

Married, at Beaufort, on Wednesday, 22nd instant, Mr. Robert 
Brown, merchant, to Miss Catherine Graham, daughter of the 
Rev. Mr. William E. Graham. (Jan. 28, 1800) 

Married last evening, by the Rev. Dr. Buist, Isaac Motte 
Dart, esq, secretary of the state, to Miss Arabelle Ann Rhind, 
daughter of the late Mr. David Rhind. 

Died, yesterday, Mr. Edward Hare, an old inhabitant of this 
city. (Jan. 29, 1800) 

Died, on Monday morning, the 27th instant, Mrs. Jane Max- 
well, wife of Mr. John Maxwell, after a lingering illness, which 
she bore with christian fortitude. She is much lamented by her 
friends and acquaintances. (Jan. 30, 1800) 
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Died, on Monday evening last, in the prime of life, Mr. Joseph 
Steeds Phipps, much regretted by all who had the pleasure of his 
acquaintance. (Jan. 31, 1800) 

Departed this life on Saturday morning, in the 53rd year of 
his age, Mr. Alexander Alexander. During a period of 33 years 
that he lived in Charleston, his services in the line of his profession 
have been of the first consequence to the rising generation of 
South Carolina. . . . He stood high in the estimation of 
those who committed the education of their children to his care. 
As a member of society, he rendered himself not only useful, but 
highly meritorious, by the scrupulous attention he paid to what- 
ever he undertook to perform. As a husband and a father, he 
has left a most excellent example of domestic life. By the chil- 
dren on the bounty of South Carolina society (the instruction of 
whom he has for years been charged with) his sudden dissolution 
will be severely felt; but to the Institution of the Orphan House 
(of which he was an active commissioner) his loss will be 
irreparable. 

His remains were interred yesterday afternoon in St. Philip’s 
church-yard, preceded by the Ancient Batalion of Artillery, of 
which he was a member, and followed by a numerous train. . 

Amongst those who paid respect to his memory as public 
bodies, were the Grand Lodge of South Carolina, and the different 
lodges under their jurisdiction; the South Carolina, Fellowship 
and Mount Sion societies; and the Commissioners of the Orphan 
House, and children educated by that institution. 

Few men in his walks of life have arrived to that universal 
esteem in which he was held; and no character has died more 
sincerely regretted by his connections. (Feb. 3, 1800) 

Married, on Saturday last, by the Rev. Mr. Frost, Daniel 
Blake, esq, to Miss Anna Louisa Middleton, daughter of Arthur 
Middleton, esq. deceased. (Feb. 6, 1800) 

Married, on Tuesday evening last, by the rev. Mr. Matthews, 
Mr. Jacob Gates, merchant, to Mrs. Jane Singleton, both of this 
city. 

Married, on the 28th ultimo, in the Forks of Saluda, Mr. John 
Swigard, to Miss Barbara Hyp. 

Married, last evening, by the rev. Mr. Buist, Mr. John Robin- 
son, merchant, to Miss Susannah Thomas, both of this city. 
(Feb. 7, 1800) 
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Married, by the rev. Dr. Buist, on Thursday, the 6th instant, 
Mr. William Walsby, of North Carolina, to the amiable Miss 
Jane Wilson, of this city. (Feb. 8, 1800) 

Married, on Wednesday evening, by the Rev. Mr. Parker, Mr. 
Thomas J. Barksdale, to Miss Ann Ashby, daughter of Thomas 
Ashby, Esq. (Feb. 11, 1800) 

Died, on Thursday last, of the wounds he had received from 
some riotous sailors, capt. John M’Kensie, formerly of the state 
of New York, and for some time past a resident of this city, where, 
from his affable and obliging disposition, he had acquired many 
friends, and acquaintances, who, with his disconsolate widow and 
family, are now left to lament his untimely and cruel end. (Feb. 
12, 1800) 

Died, last week, at Dove Island, St. Peter’s Parish, Mrs. Su- 
sannah Hext, in the 62nd year of her age. (Feb. 14, 1800) 

Married, on Thursday evening, by the Rev. Dr. Buist, Mr. 
James Torrence, to Miss Isabelle Thompson, both of this city. 

Died, at Georgetown, on Saturday the 8th instant, in the 33rd 
year of his age, captain John Boyd Harvey, after a short sickness 
of only two days, being most violently attacked with an in- 
flammation in his head; he expired amidst his lamenting friends 
and relatives. To unceasing industry and close application to 
his business, he added a complaisance and inclination to oblige, 
which few others in his line of life can boast of. He has left an 
amiable widow, and two young children to deplore his loss. (Feb. 
15, 1806) 

Married, on Saturday evening last, by the Rev. Mr. Purcell, 
Edward L. Woodrousse to Miss Elizabeth Forshaw. 

Departed this life in the 36th year of her age, Mrs. Mary 
Milligan, wife of J. Phenix Milligan. 

Married, at Waccamaw, on Tuesday evening last, by the rev. 
Mr. Spierin, Doctor William Alston, of Georgetown, to Miss Mary 
Pyatt, daughter of the late John Pyatt, esq. (Feb. 17, 1800) 

Married, on the 13th instant, Mr. Samuel Dubose, of Christ 
Church parish, to the amiable Miss Margaret Reynolds, of St. 
James, Santee. (Feb. 18, 1800) 

Married, at Stono, on Thursday last, by the Rev. Mr. Mills, 
Henry Nicholes, esq. to Miss Elizabeth Ann Wilson, daughter of 
John Wilson, esq. deceased. 
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Died, on Saturday, the 15th instant, Mrs. Rebecca Rodrigues 
the wealthy and much lamented consort of Mr. Abraham Rodri- 
gues, merchant in this city, in the 18th year of her age. (Verses 
omitted) (Feb. 22, 1800) 

Died, on Friday night, the 21st instant, after a severe illness, 
which she bore with uncommon patience, Mrs. Elizabeth Rad- 
cliffe, widow of the late, and mother of the present Mr. Thomas 
Radcliffe, senior, aged 78 years, 6 months. Through life she was 
always esteemed and respected by all who were acquainted with 
her. In death she passed off with resignation, and expired with- 
out a groan. (Feb. 24, 1800) 

Married, at Wadmalaw Island, by the Rev. Mr. Mathews, on 
Thursday, Mr. Daniel Dubose, to Miss Susannah Young Mun- 
creef, second daughter of Richard Muncreef, esq. 

Died, at Sullivan’s Island on the 25th instant, in the 25th 
year of her age, Mrs. Lucy Niroth, wife of Mr. L. Niroth, and 
daughter of George Fennell, esq. late of his Britannic Majesty’s 
navy, deceased. (Feb. 27, 1800) 


(To be continued) 























HISTORICAL NOTES 


WASHINGTON’S SOUTHERN TOUR, 1791, By ARCHIBALD HENDERSON 


We notice this interesting volume not with the purpose of 
making a formal review of the work, but simply to point out 
some of the errors which occur in the part treating of the visit of 
General Washington to Charleston. 

Possibly the author did not visit Charleston himself before his 
book was published. 

On page 140 is found a description of the Generals stay for a 
night with Joseph Manigault, the grandson of Gabriel Manigault, 
the well known Charleston merchant. This visit was on the 
night before Washington crossed the Cooper River in order to 
reach Charleston. The place where this visit was made is called 
by the author ‘“Marshlands.”’ Now ‘“Marshlands” is on the 
other side of Cooper river on its west bank. Mr. Manigault, of 
course, owned a plantation on the east side of Cooper River,! 
which was the scene of Washington’s visit to him. 

Again “Marshlands” was not owned by the Manigault Family 
at the time of Washington’s Southern visit in 1791, but was bought 
by Mr. Nathaniel Heyward, the brother in law of the second 
Gabriel Manigault, in 1819 and it came into the possession of the 
Manigault family on the death of Mr. Heyward many years 
afterwards when he devised it to his daughter, the mother of Dr. 
Gabriel. E. Manigault, who sold it to, Mrs. Lawton who con- 
veyed to the United States for the Navy Yard referred to by the 
author. Further Gabriel Manigault the elder did not marry Ann 
“Ashley” but Ann “Ashby,” of the well known family of the 
Cassique John Ashby. Mrs. Manigault’s journal was printed by 
this Magazine beginning in volume 20, page 57. 

On page 128 (note) of Mr. Henderson’s volume, it is stated 
that Charles Pinckney, the Governor of South Carolina at the 
time of Washington’s visit, was the uncle of Charles Cotesworth 
Pinckney. He was, of course, the son of Charles Pinckney, who 
was a first cousin of Gen. Charles Cotesworth Pinckney. Again 


1 Seewee or Auendau Barony; this Magazine, vol. xii, p. 116. 
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on page 165 it is stated that Gov. Pinckney was serving his “third” 
term as Governor of South Carolina in 1791. He was elected 
Governor in 1789 and again in 1796 and a third time in 1806, so it 
was, of course, his first term and not his third term when he 
entertained Washington. 

On page 165 after a paragraph mentioning the entertainment of 
Gen. Washington by Mrs. Rutledge, the wife of Gov. John Rut- 
ledge, the author prints the following note to that paragraph: 


“John Rutledge was a warm friend and sincere admirer of Washington, 
and never permitted him to be attacked or slandered in his presence. In his 
unpublished diary (Paris, 1787), Rutledge describes a dinner-party he attended 
in England, at the house of a nobleman’s Sir John S——, a large company being 
present. During the course of the dinner, one of the guests described in detail 
the hanging of a political prisoner, Argill, at Washington’s orders, with many 
reflections on Washington. “When Mr. G. had finished” records Rutledge, 
“T said that I was an American. That I had the honor of knowing General 
Washington, and was well acquainted with all the circumstances attached to 
Mr. Argill’s case. That out of regard to truth, as well as respect for Genl. 
Washington’s character (which had been very much questioned on this occas- 
sion), I came forward to declare that the whole of Mr. G.’s information was 
false, and that no one circumstance had happened as by him related. I said I 
was sure that Mr. G. could not have got his information from Captain Argill, 
for that I was persuaded that whenever he mentioned the affair that also he 
must have mentioned the great delicacy and kindness with which he was ‘treated 
not only by Genl. Washington but by all the different officers to whose charge, 
during his confinement, he had been committed. Every body at table seemed 
pleased with the part I had acted, and I was begged to tell the story which I 
did.” 


The diary referred to was probably that of Gen. John Rutledge, 
the son of Gov. John Rutledge, who was a young man in 1787 
and the incident may very well have occurred to him. Governor 
Rutledge was in 1787 in Philadelphia in attendance on the Federal 
Constitutional Convention. We have never heard that Gov. 
Rutledge left a diary, but we may be certain that the scene did 
not occur to the Chief Justice of South Carolina, afterwards 
Chief Justice of The United States. 

The house of which a picture is given on page 167 was indeed 
the residence of Governor Rutledge, but the third story and the 
cast iron work in front were added many years after his death. 

On page 171 Commodore Gillon is mentioned as owning a 
handsome residence in Charleston on East Bay, renamed “Bat- 
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avia.”* The Commodore undoubtedly named his country seat on 
Ashley River “Batavia,” but scarcely gave his town residence the 
same name. 

The book is enriched by a number of portraits which we have 
never seen printed before. 


JosErpH W. BARNWELL. 


INSCRIPTIONS FROM TOMB-STONES 
GRAVEL HILL PLANTATION, SANTEE 


To 
The memory 
of 
Amy AMELIA PALMER 
daughter of 
Sarah & Edward Jerman 
Wife of Thomas Palmer, 
Born on the 28th of 
December 1779, 
and died on the 24th 
August 1800 


SACRED 
To the Memory 
of 
Harriet Palmer, 
daughter of 
Sarah & Edward Jerman. 
Born the 1st Day of March 1781. 

Died the 7th April 1842. 


To 
The memory 
of 
Thomas Palmer; 
Born February 1763, 
and died on the 17th of 
October 1811 


2 See Judge Smith “Ashley River; its Seats and Settlements,” this Magazine, 
vol. xx, p. 113. 
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SACRED 
To the memory 
of 

SAMUEL JERMAN PALMER 

Son of 

Thomas, and Harriet Palmer, 

Born the 25th July 1807. 
Died the 17th Octr. 1853. 


HARRIOTTE JERMAN 
PALMER 
Born 15th Octr. 
Died 
The 27th Decr. 1853. 


Samuella Jerman 
Palmer 
Born 16th Septr. 1842 
Died 
the 24th Jany. 1843 





In 
Memory of 
Thomas Palmer 
Son of 
S. J. and M. G. Palmer. 
Born Dec. 30th. 1838. 
Died Sept. 13th 1877. 


Samuel Jerman 
Palmer. 
Born 8th Jany. 
Died 16th July 1854. 
As the sweet flowers that scents the morn, 
But withers in the rising day, 
Thus lovely was this infants down; 
Thus swiftly fled its life away, 
It died to sin—it died to cares, 
But for a moment felt the rod, 
Oh mourner such the Lord declares; 
Such are the children of our God. 
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SACRED to the Memory 
of 
Mrs. Ann Gaillard 
the wife of 
PETER GAILLARD 
of St. John’s and daughter of 
JoHN PALMER 
of St. Stephen’s Parish, 
who died on the 29th 
day of December 1808 
Aged 32 years. 


SACRED 
To the memory of 
Joun PALMER, Senr. 
Who departed this life 
on the 26th day of 
December in the year 
of our Lord 1810 
Aged Sixty seven years 
and eight months 


Here lie 
the body of 
Mrs. ANN PALMER 
The daughter of 
Joun CaHUSAC 
and wife of 
JoHN PALMER 
of St. Stephen’s Parish 
who departed this life the 
1ith day of January 
1803 
Aged 46 years, 8 months 
and 23 days. 
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“SHE Is Not Deap Bur SLEEPETH” 
IN 
Memory of 
MARRIANNE GRENDON PALMER 
Widow of | 
SAMUEL J. PALMER | 
Of St. James Santee, 
And daughter of 
Joseph and Elizabeth C. Palmer, 
Of St. John’s Berkley, 
She was born 
on the 16th of December 1814 
And having discharged 
With rare and beautiful fidelity 
Every duty of life, 
“Fell asleep.” 
on the 31st of January 1856 
“Looking unto Jesus.” 


INSCRIPTIONS FROM TOMB-STONES, SPRING GROVE PLANTATION 
ST. STEPHEN’S PARISH 


SACRED 
To the Memory 
of 
Hannah Ashley 
Peyre 
who died 
in St. James’ Parish | 
the 19th. Novr. 1829 





Age 18 years 
and 6 months. 
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SACRED 
To the Memory 
of 
Mary P. Peyre, 
Consort of 
Francis Peyre, 
who died 
in St. Stephen’s Parish, 
the ist. January 1818 
Aged 38 years 
and one month 


Copied by Henry H. Cawley, 
November 27, 1924. 








